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TO THX 

HONOEABLE LORDS AND COMMONS 

OF THE 

KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



Hy Lords and Gentlrmen, 

As the tme supporters of the laws of your own country and the rights of 
nations and individuds, I have the honor to present this Apped to your notice, and 
to request your special attention to the following statement of facts, being entitled to 
the privilege of a natural bom British subject, as the only surviving son of His Serene 
Highness Prince Joseph Louis of Gonzaga Mantova Castiglione, who was bom in 
London, on the 19th of March, 1761, and as grandson of His Serene Highness Prince 
Philip Louis of Gonzaga Mantova Castiglione, who was married in London, on the 
12th of April, 1760, as the registry-book of the Spanish Chapel, Manchester 
Square, in the Parish of Marylebone, fally authenticates. (See at the end. Acts 
No. 1 and 2.) 

Having been married by specia];licence to an English lady, Maria Elisa^, 
daughter of Colonel Coke, in London, on the 22nd of February, 1841^ I 
expressed my desire to be naturalized as an English subject, on account of my birth 
at Dresden (see Acts No. 3 and 4) leaving it doubtful to me whether I was entitled 
to all the privileges afforded by the laws of this country. My legal advisers in 
London, after having taken cognizance of my act of baptism, as the son of PrinoJ 
Joseph Louis de Gonzaga and the Princess Esterhazy, (which act was examined and 
legalized by order of Prince Mettemich, at Vienna, the 17th January, 1837,) and of 
other family documents which are subjoined, informed me that I am to all intents and 
purposes a natural bom British subject, and that no formality could be required to 
establish myself as such, more than from any other native of this country : they 
quoted from various authorities, and legal opinions were also given in writing from 
the learned council of the Temple, on the laws in force, 7th Anne, c. 5.— 4th Geo. 
II. c. 21. — 13th Geo. III. c. 21, and a reference to ^'Blackstone's Commentaries,'' 
vol. I^ page 374, proving the child bom in a Foreign land of a native bom parent, 
to be entitled to all the protection and advantages this country affords to a natural 
bom Englishman. More recently the law passed in the British Parliament, the 
6th of August, 1844, 7th and 8th Victoria, c. 66, extends the above mentioned 
privileges to the child of a mother bom in England, although the child's birth may 
have taken place in a Foreign land. 

My civil rights being thus demonstrated, and being confirmed the 17th Januar^ 
1837, at Vienna, and in other countries (see Act No. 5), I beg leave to premise 
briefly, and only as a necessary introduction to the subject of this Petition, that 
my political position is that of a claimant by hereditary right (and in virtue of the 



Treaties of the last century, in reference to my grandfather especially, in 1748, at 
the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle), to the Duchies of Mantua, Guastalla, Castiglione, 
Solferino, &c., fee, &c. in Italy: and in order to avoid incurring prescription, 
regarding ray rights to private property in Italy, France, and elsewhere, I addressed 
my protestation at stated epochs to the sovereigns and potentates of Europe, and 
refer to the one dated April, 1843, subjoined (see Act No. 6), in which I requested 
some indemnity might be allowed me, until a congress would enable the five great 
powers, signators of the Treaty of Vienna, 1815, to grant me the reversionary right 
on Ghmstalla (purchased as a private possession by the Prince Ferdinand di Gonzaga, 
in 1539, from the family of Torelli), as they had reserved to themselves that privilege, 
by Art. 99, of the Treaty of Vienna, 1815. 

I also submitted to the Governments (who were aware of the fact) that, as the 
question regarding the restitution of Italian possessions to their rightful owners 
had been interrupted at the moment the subject was selected as the order of the day 
at the Treaty of Vienna, by the unexpected return of the Emperor Napoleon from 
Elba (which broke up the conference), I should be allowed to place all my family 
documents before their respective ambassadors and ministers in London. Many 
distinguished personages and also sovereigns took cognizance of tbem, and testified 
their sympathy for my position ; and, amongst the most eminent Statesmen, the 
Earl of Clarendon, wno returned them with the following letter, dated London, 
June 17th, 1843. 

'^ To His Serene Highness Prince Alexander di Gonzaga, &c., &c., &c., Paris. 

" Prince, 

" I have had the honor to receive the protestations your Serene Highness 
" has been kind enough to send me, which will be carefully preserved by me, as a 
" solemn manifestation on your part, and founded on the authentic acts of your 
^'family, 

'^ With my wish for the re-integration of your Serene Highness in your rights, 
^^ accept Prince the assurance of my most distinguished consideration. 

(Signed) *' Clarendon .'' 

J received also the following letter on the same subject, dated October the 8tb, 
1848, from His Excellency the British Minister at Turin. 

*' Prince, 

" I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt this morning of the lettey 
^* and its annexed, which your Highness was pleased to address to me from Rome, 
" dated the 3rd of October, of this year, 

" I have no reason to believe that the conferences on the affairs of High 
Italy will he held at Turin, but should they happen to assemble there, the pro- 
testation of your Highness, which is addressed to all the sovereigns and princes 
of Europe, would place the Government of Her Britanic Majesty, who ought 
" consequently to be made acquainted with it, in the position to give me the instruc- 
^' tions it may consider necessary on this subject. 

" I have the honor to be, 

'^ Your Highnesses very humble servant, 

(Signed) "Ralph Abercromby.^' 
" Turin, the 8th October, 1 848. 
'^ To His Highness the Prince Gonzaga Mantua, 

" At Eome.^e 

I repeated in 1846, at London, my protestation of the 26th of April, 184$, 
and afterwards at Rome, in 1848, where I resided at that period, in consequence of 
His Holiness, Pope Pius IX, who then advocated the cause of Italian Independence, 
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having done me the honor, when I went to offer my feUcitations to him in 1847, 
to invite me with my family to reside at Rome ;* but the political events which 
followed obliged the Pope to quit for a time the Pontifical States, and I, willing to 
share the dangers of the besieged city with my Italian brethren, remained in Rome 
and Italy, until the commencement of 1852, when, my affairs requiring my return 
to England, I travelled from Italy, passing through Paris, with my English passport ; 
in which capital I could not be considered a stranger, as I had paid taxes there, like 
any other citizen, for a house I occupied in 1841 in Paris, and had been known in 
France during a period of forty years ; besides having lived six years consecutively 
in that country till November 1845, three years in London, and four in Italy, 

I arrived in Paris just at the time of the confiscation of the Orleans property, 
by order of the Prince President Louis Napoleon, including the immense possessions 
of the Due d^Aumale, which he inherited owing to the unfortunate assassination of 
the Prince de Conde. This confiscation had been strongly opposed by many of 
the principal authorities in the magistracy, who were administrators or agents of 
the Orleans family in France, and by Mr, Laplague Barris, chief administrator 
of the Due d'Aumale's property, and also President of the Court of Cassation. 

It is well known that a plot had been decided upon for the overthrow of the 
Prince President, Louis Napoleon, which was rendered fruitless by his extraordi- 
nary coup d'etat of the 2nd of December, The storm thus roused was scarcely 
quelled, than a writer more zealous than judicious, in the time he selected, 
inserted an article in the public papers stating that Charleville, included in the 
property of the Due d'Aumale (which without this estate amounts to several millions 
of francs yearly), was built by Prince Charles of Gonzaga, Duke of Nevers, Rethel 
and Mayenne, who left it by will to his legitimate male heirs for ever, in all the 
branches of the family. of Gonzaga; and that the decrees of Parliament and of the 
Kings of France (Louis the XIV especially), had confirmed these rights to his male 
heirs, and also that the marriage of the Prince of Cond6 with the second daughter 
of the Princess Anne of Gonzaga, Princess Palatine of Bavaria, was made the 
pretext for the appropriation of the dependencies of Charleville by the family of 
Conde, during the minority of the rightful heir ; and that consequently, as the only 
surviving legitimate male descendant, this property by right devolved upon me, 
(See Courier des Ardennes, April 21, 1852). 

I had made known these claims to Louis Philippe during his reign, and 
likewise to the Prince Louis Napoleon in 1849, and received from his secretary a 
letter (see Act No, 7) ; but the extraordinary opposition created amongst the mem- 
bers of the French magistracy of the Orleans party against Louis Napoleon, at 
the prospect of any reduction of the enormous revenue of the Due d^Aumale, the 
richest proprietor in France, would not have led me at the moment of my intended 
journey to England, and whilst merely staying at an hotel as a passing traveller, 
to insist upon these points, or scarcely to think of them, had I not been urged by 
a coterie, whom I imagined friendly councillors, to prolong my stay in Paris until 
after the f^tes of the lOth of May. My astonishment was therefore great on 
receiving on the 5th of May, 1 852, a mandate to quit Paris in twenty-four hours, 
on the plea that public security was endangered by my presence in France. As the 

* The house of Gonzaga reigned in Lombardy from tiie 13th of November, 962, when Prince 
Gualtieri de Gonzaga, Prince Royal of Italy, Count of Turin (son of Hugo II., King of Italy and th& 
Princess Elizabeth de Gonzaga, Princess cf Lombardy), was created by his cousin, the Emperor Otho 
I., Imperial Vicar of Italy, and first Sovereign Margrave of Mantua. His descendant, Prince Louis 
1st di Gonzaga, was Governor of the Republic of Modena during the war of the Guelphs and Ghibelins, 
which desolated Italy, and was re-elected by the Vox popoli Sovereign of Mantua in 1328. The whole of 
the patrimony of St. Peter, yielding eleven thousand crowns a day, was the donation of the S^r^nissime 
Grand Countess Matilda di Gonzaga, Princess of Mantua, Duchess of Tuscany and of Spoleto; and wa3 
i)equeathed at her death to the Popes /or ever. This Princess died in 1115. 
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Princess^ who had been staying at Genoa^ was to join me on the 10th that she 
might accept the invitation to be at the fetes^ my only alternative was to see 
General Count Roguet, the Aide-de-Camp of the Prince President, to whom I had 
been presented at the Elysee, on my arrival at Paris, by the General-in-Chief of 
the French Army of Occupation, Kostolan, Ex-Govemor of Rome, General 
Eoguet assured me that this order from the police did not emanate either from the 
Government or the Elysee, but probably from some member of the subaltern 
police belonging to a contrary party, and that I might remain in Paris without any 
fear of future annoyance, as I had not done anything to occasion such an order. 
(See Act No. 8.) 

I then called upon the chief of the cabinet, at the Ministry of Police, to enquire 
into the motive of this step ; and he observed, that all foreigners were liable to receive 
such an injunction without even the necessity of an explanation on the subject ; 
but that if I could bring forward three or four living witnesses, who had known me 
from childhood up to that date, I could remain in Paris, and as a foreigner he would 
give me six weeks for this research. I replied that I should not be embarrased to 
find a hundred persons; but he said^wr would suffice. From that day I perceived 
myself to be under a regular system of espionnage ; I could not take a step without 
observing that persons were stationed at the corners of the streets leading to the 
hotel I inhabited. As I felt assured that justice must be done to me, I determined 
upon taking a house and furnishing it in Paris, and on awaiting the result ; and with 
this view I removed to No. 26, Rue Monthabor. Accompanied by the Princess I 
attended the fStes of May, 1852. Many foreigners came from all parts of Europe 
to attend this interesting spectacle. I mention this circumstance on account of an 
occurrence which took place at this time, trifling in itself, but showing the animosity 
with which I was pursued. The Count d^Hautpoul, the Grand Referendary (with 
whose nephew, the Marquis d^Hautpoul, I had been well acquainted, when he was the 
official deplomatic agent for Don Carlos, in France), had sent us invitations which 
were intercepted by some agent of the police, who demanded them of the person 
who was bringing them to my hotel, possibly with the view of preventing my 
meeting amongst the guests some of the friends of my youth. Notwithstanding 
these machiavelian manoeuvres, I succeeded in completing the series of witnesses for 
the years required. Mr. de Gfreham, chief of the personnel of the Marine 
Department, and Mr. Ghiiffi*ey, stated upon oath, and also in writing, that they 
had known me intimately from 1844 to 1852. 

General Trezel, Ex-Minister for the War Department, certified that he had 
been acquainted with me from 1840 to 1852, and had proposed for my acceptance 
the rank of Colonel, in the Foreign Legion of Algiers, (as that of General could 
not be oflFered to a foreigner without being first a Colonel in the French Service). 
He also stated that he had known my father, Prince Joseph Louis of Gonzaga, 
when he was General of division in Spain, in 1810, (See Act No. 9.) 

Baron Waechter, Minister for Wurtemburg, in Paris, stated his long 
acquaintance with me, ever since the year 1833, at Stutgard, when I received the 
citizenship of that city. (See Act No. 10.) 

Lieutenant Chmielinski, of the Lancers, affirmed upon oath, likewise before 
notary, that he had known me since 1826, when at his nucleus. Colonel Gurski ; and 
that he had seen me repeatedly afterwards, particularly at the Battle of Ostrolenka,in 
1831, and more recently in 1832, in 1834, and 1852, at Paris. (See Act No. 11.) 
General de Lamarre bore testimony to the fact of being present when 
Commandant Corbet recognised me at Eome, in 1850, speaking to me of facts with 
which we were both familiar, when he knew me as a youth of 13 years of age, at 
Dantzic, on the staff of Marshal Ney, during the campaigns of 1813 and 1814. 
(See Act No. 12.) 
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The Abbe Stankiewicz stated upon oath, and in writing, signed before the notary 
Baudier, that he knew me under the same circumstances in 1812, 1813, and 1814, 
that he saw me again at the Battle of Ostrolenka, in 1831, and other engagements 
during the revolution in Poland, and again in 1852, at Paris. (See Act No. 13.) 

I collected all these statements, which were signed before the notary Baudier 
and registered in the public records of Paris, and might have procured many more, 
when I received a friendly warning to beware, for there was an intrigue on foot to 
seize both myself and papers. As a further proof of an evil intention towards 
me, it was stated that some agents of the police, affecting to be gentlemen employed 
at the Austrian legation and wearing the Austrian cockade for their servants^ livery, 
had presented themselves to several of my acquaintances, recommending those 
who had given their certificates to withdraw them (which of course they did not), 
arid enjoining others to decline giving their testimony, or making known any facts 
to my advantage. Threats and promises were alternately tried, but at that time 
ineffectually, to obtain revocations; Secure in my integrity, and the conviction that 
I had never failed in my duty to the laws of any country,, or to man, I did not 
pay much attention to this and many other intimations : I merely advised the 
notary Baudier to present the above mentioned seven certificates (the number 
required in law, though not by the chief of the cabinet at the Ministry of Police, 
who only required /owr) to the Prefect of Police, without further delay ; as the six 
weeks accorded had nearly expired. This recommendation he did not follow, but 
preferred dividing them, giving three to Mr. Domergue, chief of one of the 
bureaux, and three to his friend Mr. Soufflon, Commissary of Police. I called a 
second time on Mr. Baudier and mentioned the suspicions of my friends, and the 
necessity of placing all the certificates in the hands of the Prefect himself, or in 
those of the Minister of Police — a friend aftewards took him from his office to the 
door of the Prefecture ; but he said, that neither Mr. Domergue or Mr, Soufflon 
were within ; and the result of all these mistakes was, that, during the time Prince 
Louis Kapoleon was at Strasburg accompanied by the authorities and principal 
personages of Paris, I was arrested in the most unjustifiable manner on the 23rd 
of July, 1852, At seven o^clock in the morning, about thirty of the police 
surrounded the house, and seven or eight of them broke into my sleeping apartment 
upon the pretext of making a search for arms and political papers : not finding 
anything to excuse such conduct, or that could implicate me in the slightest degree, 
they compelled me follow them to the Prefecture, and in order to blind public 
opinion, announced in all the principal journals throughout France, the monstrous 
falsehood that I had been arrested at the moment I was forcing the consign of the 
sentinel placed at the Elysee, with the intention of penetrating into the palace. 
By this means they succeeded in blinding the public opinion, and accounting not 
only for the arrestation, but also for keeping me au secret and in solitary confine- 
ment for more than a year afterwards. In vain the Princess, at the instigation of 
some friends, demanded a contradiction of this article in the same paper which had 
produced it. A positive denial was given to any refutation. But this was only 
the commencement of a series of oppressions. I have said that I was au secret, 
and the stone walls of Mazas do not echo the sufferings of those detained there ; 
even the Princess who came daily for nearly three months, in vain requested to see 
me. (See Acts No. 14, 15, 16.) 

This most iniquitous arrest lasted from the 23rd of July, 1852, until the 
1st of January, 1854, when it pleased the Emperor, Louis Napoleon, to restore 
me to liberty, after having embittered a life so early devoted to the service 
of Napoleon the 1st. But there is a sentiment far dearer to me than life, more 
precious a thousand times than the crown of my ancestors, or my private 
hereditary possessions. It is my honor! which has been impugned in the most 
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base and cowardly manner, in violation not only of tjie laws of France, but of the 
whole world. 

With regard to my military career, even at the early age of twelve years I 
quitted the splendour and luxury of my father^s palace, and the tenderness of a 
fond mother and sisters, to follow in the path of glory traced by the Emperor 
Napoleon I. Not being able to reconcile myself to remaining at home whilst my 
father and two elder brothers (one of whom died at the Battle of Leipsic in 1813) 
were fighting beneath his banner, 1 shared the dangers of the campaigns of 
Russia, Germany, and France, in 1812, 1813, and 1814. 

But what has it availed me to have exposed my life so often, even from child- 
hood, in the face of the enemies' cannon ? Of what avail are riches which one 
day are mine and the next belong to another, if a low intrigant of a Mr. BrauU 
bearing the title of Juge d'Instruction (of the police tribunal, an office happily 
unknown in England), can, because he finds it to his interest to do so, interrogate 
his victim au secret^ and wantonly draw up a false report ? This BrauU well knew 
that my arrest was unjustifiable, and that if he accepted the evidence of my friends, 
I must instantly be set at liberty. Amongst those who offered their testimony was 
General Count Bussy, who knew me since 1812 and 1813, when I was on the staff 
of Marshal Ney. But such a course would not have accorded with his views ; by 
refusing their evidence he calculated upon detaining me in solitary confinement for 
five years, the longest extent of time in his power, whilst he circulated the basest 
inventions to obtain my condemnation, and to deprive me of the sympathy of old 
and tried friends. 

I consider it my duty not only for my own justification, but also for the good 
of all those who may at any future period be travelling, or entitled to property, in 
France, to lay before your Honorable House a statement of the outrages committed 
upon me, and of which, I should hope, there is no parallel in history. I claim then 
of you, as one having the privileges of a British subject and travelling with a 
British passport, that reparation of my wrongs which is due to me if justice exists 
on earth. You will learn with indignation that it has not been sufficient for me to 
have received several honorable wounds on the field of battle, of which I bear the 
marks on my person, nor the fact of having been decorated Officer of the Legion of 
Honor, by the hands of Napoleon on the field in 1814 (see Act No. 17); that it 
has not sufficed to have received testimonials of honors for which I never sought 
(see Acts Nos. 18 and 19), nor certificates from the most distinguished generals, 
nor the high respect and consideration of which a Minister of the War Department 
in France gave me the strongest proof, when, for my well known services to his 
country, he offered me, in 1840, the rank of Colonel in the Foreign Legion of 
Algiers ; nor to have received the most flattering proposition by letter, to accept 
the rank of General and Commander-in-Chief from other countries (see Act 
No, 20) ; nor even quotations from letters written by the Emperor Napoleon in 
1812, respecting the 9th regiment of the Vistula Legion, in which I commenced 
my military career the 13th of April, 1812. Nothing, nothing has sufficed to 
prevent the iniquitous falsehoods and abuse of power exercised against me by this 
Braulty Judge of the Police Department. When I threatened to appeal to the 
Prince President for address, he replied that he could easily find means to siknce 
me ; that the power of an Interrogatory Judge was paramount to any other in 
France, even to that of the Prince President, who had been, and might again be 
placed before him in the same position as myself. 

The police agents had taken a second copy of the legalised certificates y contain- 
ing the attestations of several living witnesses, and some of my family documents, 
which lay before Mr. Brault, also the copy of my requests dated the 24th and 
26th of March, 1852, addressed to the Prince President, in which I re-vindicated 



my right to the domain of Charleville in France, which had passed into the hands 
of the Duke d^Aumale ; but he refused either to make use of them, or to see those 
persons whose depositions might be taken in my favor. 

The agents of police (eight in number) who broke into my apartment, were 
the same who, in 1845, came to carry oflF my family papers from my house in the 
Rue St. Dominique, when I quitted England at the invitation of the King, Louis 
Philippe, who had promised me un avenir assurS and the most brilliant prospects, 
by a letter from his confidant, General Count Feruig, dated 31st August, 1844, if I 
would leave London for France. 

Three days after my unwarrantable arrest, I received the visit of a 
surgeon of the Republican Guard, who in the presence of the Director of the 
Conciergerie, verified the wounds I had received in the different campaigns, and 
after the examination, the said surgeon bore testimony to the exactitude of the 
wounds specified in my military roll of which a copy accompanies this appeal. 
After this affirmation, the Judge of the Civil Tribunals, Mr. Bonnefoi, ordered a 
description to be made out of my person, in order to send me away from France as a 
foreigner. But some days afterwards another judge, his inferior of the police depart- 
ment (Brault), changed the order of his predecessor to five years imprisonment, 
whilst he pretended to interrogate me in the cellular prison of Mazas par preven- 
tion, as it is termed, well knowing that two persons of the magistracy in the 
interest of the Orleans family, Mr. de Lascoux, and Mr. Royer, on account of my 
laying claim to the possession of Charkrille, would not oppose this abuse of power. 
In barbarous countries, men punish their victim according to the impulse of 
passion, and plunge a dagger into his breast -, but in France moral assassination 
was adopted to wound me in the most vital manner, by attacking my honor and 
my private life hitherto unsullied. 

Mr. Brault, in order to give a plausible pretext for this detention, affected to 
identify me with every criminal of whom the police was in search, collected volu- 
minous papers of their acts and journey ings, which he placed in my interrogatory, 
and refused the testimony of those, who called upon him, to permit them to identify 
me by their attestations. He professed not to wish for those who knew me, but 
those who did not know me ; therefore, I was to remain au secret in the cellular 
prison of Mazas, so long as he choose to keep me there. 

I accuse then this Brault of having offended as a magistrate in the execution 
of the laws of his country, of having committed unparalleled acts of cruelty and 
injustice, and employed every means of teiTorism, because I was in his power and 
au secret ; and with having menanced with imprisonment the Princess of Gonzaga, 
my wife, if she addressed herself to any one on my account, showing her at the 
same time letters addressed by her to the Prince President and other personages in 
authority which he had intercepted ; and also with having confiscated numerous 
letters from my friends in Italy and elsewhere. 

In order to destroy the authenticity of my military service certificate (wherein 
is mentioned my entry, in 1812, into the 9th Infantry Regiment of the Legion of 
the Vistula, and also the date when I received my decoration of Officer of the 
Legion of Honor, and my military career until 1831), Mr. Brault had recourse to 
some Polish witnesses, receiving subsidies from the police, who (actuated by his threats 
of withholding the succour they received from government, or sending them to the 
frontier) declared that the 9th Regiment of the Legion of the Vistula did not exist 
in 1812, {See Sistoire de VEapedition de Bussie publiSe , a Paris, 1823, par M . . .) 
To show the incorrectness of this statement, I will cite no less than seventeen Infantry 
Polish regiments which were entitled in 1812 (before the passage of the Niemen) 
regiments of the Legion of the Vistula, and of which mention is made in the 
history of the Russian Campaign of 1812, by Emile Marco de St. Hilaire, published 
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in Paris in 1846, vol. I., part 2nd. : — " In the first corps of the French army was 
" the 5th, 10th, and 15th regiments of Infantry of the Legion of the Vistula. 

« In the 5th corps of the army, the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 6th, 8th, 13th, 14th, 16th, 
" and 17th regiments of Infantry of the Vistula Legion. 

^^ In the 9th corps of the army and in the 28th division, were the 4th, 7th, 
" and 9th regiments of Infantry of the Legion of the Vistula." 

I will also quote an extract from the order of the day of the Emperor Napo- 
leon, addressed to Major General Berthier, dated St. Cloud, the 22nd of April, 
] 812 :— 

" My Cousin, 

" You will give the following instructions to the Duke de Bellune. The 
" corps of which he is about to take the command is composed of the 12th division, 
" the 25th division, and a division composed of three Polish regiments which were 

" in Andalusia, the 4th, 7th, and 9th regiments Thus the 9th 

'^ corps will be found to be formed well organised, and will march towards the 
Vistula* to enter into the line of observation. Thus the Duke de Bellune during 
the month of May will have no other operation to occupy him, but to organise 
his corps to hold Prussia, and to keep watch over all the country between the 
'^ Vistula and the Ehine. 

(Signed) " Napoleon .^^ 

This letter is to be found in the History of the Expedition of Bussia, by 
M * * * (Chambray) vol. I., page 216 to page 224, published at Paris in 1823. 

In the 9t^ corps of the army, and in the 2^th division was the 9th regiment of 
Infantry of the Legion of the Vistula^ commanded by Colonel Cichocki, in which I 
held the rank of sub-lieutenant in the first battalion, commanded by Commandant 
Geisler. 

According to Mr. Brault, all that concerns my father (created Count Palatine 
by a decree of the Emperor Napoleon in 1812), my brothers and myself, has 
disappeared from the archives of France, and the Chancellery of the Legion of 
Honor, where my name was inscribed in 1814. Nevertheless, it was found there 
in 1838, when the Minister of the Interior had occasion to inform himself on the 
subject. (See Acts No. 21.) 

I will call your attention. Honorable Gentlemen, to a singular coincidence, 
which proves that the disappearance of this act was eflfected after 1838, 

In that year I was Colonel of the Lancers of Tortosa in Spain, Having been 
named General of Brigade, it was necessary for me to visit the head-quarters of 
Don Carlos, and in order to do so, I was compelled to pass on to the French territory. 
The guides conducted me too far, and I was taken prisoner of war. The French 
authorities at Foix informed me they were apprised a fortnight before that I should 
pass that way. My pistols the gift of H. M. Charles Albert, King of Sardinia, 
and my sword, the hilt of which was ornamented with diamonds and precious 
stones, valued at 30,000 francs (and which has not been restored to me, although I 
have claimed it at various periods (see Act No, 22), were demanded of me, and an 
order was given to send me to the military depot for Spaniards at Lille ; but the 
Sub-Prefect and the Commander of the Gendarmerie having found amongst my 
papers the letter of advice of my nomination, in 1814, to the rank of Officer of 
the Legion of Honor, made the fact known by telegraph to the Minister of the 
Interior, who replied, that I might have the choice of either Limoges or Cahors, 
in consideration of that distinction ; and on the passport {or feuille de route) left 
by the gendarmes at Cahors was inscribed. Prince Alexander of Gonzaga, Officer of 
the Legion of Honor. 

• From whence it took the name Legion of the Vistula 
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I received the Cross of Officer of the Legion of Honor from the hands of the 
Emperor Napoleon, for having taken prisoner Gfeneral Prince Gugarin, at Berry-au- 
Bac, in 1814, whom I led, after cutting his horse^s bridle, into the presence of the 
Emperor, who asked which I preferred, the rank of captain or the cross of officer. 
I replied, that the rank of captain I was in hopes of obtaining in time of peace, 
and, therefore, preferred receiving the cross from his hands, "Bravo, young 
soldier,^^ exclaimed the Emperor, "/ shall never forget you T These words are 
cited on the certificate of my military service. Since 1814, 1 have frequently met 
Prince Gagarin in St. Petersburgh, when he has spoken to me of this circumstance ; 
as did also his sister when I met her in Bome, in 1847. 

In 1841, Generals Corbineau and Gourgaud, being at Boulogne-sur-Mer to 
superintend the inauguration of the statue of the Emperor Napoleon, remembered 
me as the youngest officer decorated on the field of battle with the Cross of the 
Legion of Honor ; and consequently reserved for me the place of honor, to the right 
of General Corbineau, who represented King Louis Philippe in that ceremony. 
The attestation of Mr. Gustave de Launay confirms this fact. 

I have worn on all occasions since 1814, and in France during the six years I 
resided there, the Cross of the Legion of Honor ; that is to say, from my return to 
Paris in April, 1840, until the month of December, 1845. But then, indignant at 
the attempt to seize my family papers, after having received an express invitation 
from King Louis Philippe to quit London and reside at Paris, I wrote to the 
Chancellor to say, that, after so treacherous an abuse of the laws of hospitality, I 
would not wear a decoration of which Louis Philippe, as the chief, had betrayed 
one of its members, (See Act No. 23.) 

In 1847, on the registry book of the civil marriage at London in 1841, the 
name of my wife, the widow of Don Juan de Escudero, was changed into Escudory, 
and my name. Prince Alexander Gonzaga, Prince of the Boman Empire, into that 
of Prince of Rome ; whilst on the church registry book the names remained as 
they were first written. Add to this, that all the documents relative to the 
Gonzagas at Charleville, were removed in 1841. 

Who then are the persons interested in thus pursuing our name, and erasing 
it from public acts ? It is not difficult to guess, although upon other occasions the 
fact not having been made known to me, I have not been able to repair it as in the 
case of the marriage registry. 

The Judge of the Police Tribunal, Brault, adopted every means in his power 
not only to distort evidence, but to deny existing proofs; even the fact of the 
marriage of my grandfather in 1760, and the birth of my father in 1761 ; although 
both are certified in the registry of the Spanish Chapel, in the Parish of Maryle- 
bone, Spanish Place, Manchester Square, London. By what right did he attack 
the registers of England, or give negations concerning them ? 

Nor was this all ; he endeavoured to falsify official facts ; as for example, in his 
report. I was at the siege of Braila, in 1828, with the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel on the staflF of Field-Marshal Diebitsch, where the Emperor Nicholas 
decorated me with the Order of St. Anne, after the taking of that fortress. 
Instead of Braila he substituted the word Smala, in order to obtain negations for 
his interrogatory, and this voluntary error is to be found in the journals emanating 
from his reports. Those persons, therefore, who were with me during the siege, 
could not imagine that I was the Prince of Gonzaga concerned in this affair at 
Paris. Again, he interrogated me on Marshal Itey, instead of Marshal Ney, on 
whose general staff I was well known. The attestations of General Lamarre con- 
firms this fact. 

He purposely confounded the 1st Regiment of the Lancers of Tortosa, 
were I was Colonel in 1837 and 1838, with a regiment of Lancers at Berry-au- 
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Bac, because there was no regiment called the 1st Lancers in 1814. (See Acts 24 
and 25, also the Bulletin of the Army of Arragon, Valencia and Murcia,) 

I here take the opportunity to remark, that the title of Count of Murzynowski 
was not our family name, but added to that of my father on account of his first 
marriage with the Princess Hel^ne-Marie Constance Suzoff, Countess of Murzy- 
nowski, the heiress and last of that family who died in 1789 without male issue. 
The Act No. 21 confirms these facts. 

Brault also wrote to the Hetmann Soutzo in Russia, to ask him if he had been 
acquainted with the Princess Suzoflf, Countess of Murzynowska. The Hetmann 
answered (and from his age he could not do otherwise), that he had not known her. 
What resemblance is there in point of fact, between the names Soutzo and Suzoflf? 
But the answer was a negation, and therefore suited Mr. Brault, for the composition 
of his fake report. 

In the instance of the Abbe Stankiewicz, he caused the monthly allowance 
given by the police to be stopped, threatening to send him to the frontiers of Poland 
(where he is under sentence of death for his political opinions), because he had 
certified upon oath, before the notary Baudier, that he had known me in 1812 
and 1813; again in 1830 and 1831, at the Battle of Ostrolenka; and that in 
1852, he had been the first to recognise me in a party of more than twentf^ 
personSy where I, being unaware that he had changed the uniform of a 
military man for the cassock of a priest, did not notice him until he mentioned 
his name. 

Another Polish oflScer and refugie. Lieutenant Chmielinski of the Lancers, 
who first knew me in 1826 at his uncle's. Colonel Gurski, was menaced and 
imprisoned because he testified upon oath to this fact; and that he had seen 
me at the Battle of Ostrolenka, &c., &c., and in 1832 at Pforzheim, in the Grand 
Duchy of Baden, where through my recommendation he obtained an appointment 
which ensured his existence, and that he had seen me in 1852 at Paris. 

This Brault forbade General Skafzynski to tell me his name, although he had 
a perfect recollection of my countenance and I of his; but the lapse of years, 
added to the diflference of our costumes, prevented my recalling it at the moment. 
Mr. Brault took equal care not to mention my real name, or even my military 
title. General Skarzynski on appearing at the tribunal mentioned to my lawyer 
before the whole court that he then remembered me, but the judge took no notice 
of this assertion. 

The Countess Samayloflf (a daughter of General Count Pahlen) was ordered 
by the police to quit Paris just at the time of the iniquitous trial in July 1853. I 
had been well acquainted with her at St. Petersburgh i» 1820, 1823, 1824, and 
1827, before and after her marriage^ having met her at the balls given at court, 
also at her father's and elsewhere. Just before my arrest, I proposed to pay her a 
visit with a mutual friend, at her country seat near Paris, and she had fixed the 
day for the invitation, when she suddenlf/ received an order from the police not to 
be at home to receive me. 

In 1840, I went to the National Library at Paris. My father having been 
bom in England, and my grandfather married in the same country, I presented the 
director with a genealogical chart, concerning more especially our branch of the 
Princes of Gonzaga Mantova Castiglione. It so chanced that some months, 
perhaps years, after, the director of the library in uniting separate pieces, caused 
the sheet of paper, which I had given him, to be bound up with a work of Litta's, 
on the Princely Families of Italy and the family of Gonzaga Mantova, which was 
written by order of the Austrian Government. 

When I was in Italy in 1839, Litta sent me a copy of his work, adding, that 
he knew of my branch of the family ; but that as the last two generations were noi 
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bom in Italy, and that as my grandfather was horn in Spain, as noted in his book, 
therefore, he did not add them to the Italian Princes. 

I mentioned these circumstances, so simple in point of fact, to Mr. Brault; yet 
in his interrogatory, and in his report, he managed not only to infer, but to assert 
the gravest charges, and to get them thus misrepresented in the public papers. I 
do not perceive who could have the right, if I had not, to add the two last 
generations to our genealogy ; although I had nothing in common with the book- 
binder of the National Library, or the person who thought proper, in collecting 
various sheets of paper, to add this leaf to a work already written on the same 
family. 

Brault further pretended to have obtained some details of ray having been at 
Saltzbourg in 1848, to pay a visit to the Duchess de Berry and Count Monbel ; 
whereas, I have never been at Saltzbourg in my life. At the period specified I 
inhabited Kome, and did not quit Italy until February, 1852. 

It was also stated in his report that I arrived at Turin in 1837, but was 
compelled to quit that capital on the same day. Such was not the case, for I 
arrived at Turin on the 21st of June, and remained there on a visit to the rector of 
the principal college /or seventeen or twenty days^ During my stay I was re- bap- 
tised, son^ condition, as it is termed, by the Confessor of His Majesty, Charles 
Albert, the Rev. Mr. Charles Grossi, as is fully certified by the copy of my acts 
of baptism and confirmation, (See Act No, 26.) 

In the bulletins of the army of Catalonia, Arragon, Valencia, and Murcia, 
bearing dates August the 12th, September the 9th, November the 15th, and 
December the 16th and 23rd, 1837 ; also the 20th, 28th, and 31st of March, and 
I4th, 24th, and 25th of April, 1838, are inserted military exploits in my favorj 
and on the 12th of January, 1839, Don Carlos addressed to me a manifesto at 
the head quarters of my regiment of the Lancers of Tortosa, as stated in the note. 
H,R.H. the Count de Montemolin (the son of Don Carlos), presented me in 1847 
with his portrait. (See Act No. 27.) 

Notwithstanding these official proofs from the army bulletins, Mr. Brault had 
the efi^rontery, after first securing me by force and surrounding me with guards, to 
taunt me with having turned my back upon the enemy at the head of my regiment. 
Acting upon this absurd deposition of Mr. Brault, the Judge of the Police Tribu- 
nal provoked me by repeating the base and insolent assertion, and a spy, who was 
present taking notes, answered " Yes unfortunately,^^ loud enough to drown my 
answer, which was " Look at the bulletins of the army of Arragon /" 

To make out a genealogical report on my branch of the Princes of Gonzaga 
Mantova Castiglione, as also of my hereditary rights, Brault selected a Mr. 
Lacabane, Professor at the School of Charts ; a person who from his incapacity, 
had long been an object of ridicule for the pupils. This Lacabane, whose abject 
submission to the will of his vindictive employer was on a par with his ignorance, 
pretended to establish the fact, that my branch was extinct in 1738. 

Nevertheless, at the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748 (as may be seen in a 
note of the book entitled "History of the Treaties of Peace,'' by C. G. de Kock, 
published by Schoel at Brussels in 1837, vol. I., page 273), mention is made of the 
reclamation of two brothers, both Princes of Gonzaga, of the branch of Castiglione, 
one of whom claimed the Duchy of Mantua, and the other, who was my grandfather. 
Prince Gonzaga Mantova, Duke of Solferino (which title he bore at the Court of 
Spain, to distinguish him from his elder brother), claimed the principalities of 
Castiglione and Solferino, &c., &c. (See "The Treaties of Peace*' of Kock 
par Schoel.) 

Again in 1792, my branch of Castiglione claimed at the hands of the Emperor 
Leopold II. of Germany, the Duchies of Mantua^ Castiglione, Solferino, &c., &c. 
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This Emperor, moved by the injustice done to a family so nearly allied to his own^ 
promised to reinstate us in our possessions : unhappily his sudden deaths which 
took place on the 1st of March in the same year, prevented the fulfilment of this 
engagement. (See the letters of the Princess Uonzaga Castiglione, vol. I., published 
at Hambourg in 1797.) 

I would observe, that two days before my trial, the salaried agents of the police 
(not of the Government party) waited upon the judges appointed to try me ; and so 
much care was taken to select those only who were known to have interests at stake 
in the Orleans party, that, though fixed for a certain day, it was postponed, some 
weeks, in order to ensure their turn for attendance. 

It would be impossible, within the limits of this requisition, to relate all the 
nefarious means employed by Mr. Brault to make the base and iniquitous report 
he handed to the judge. It will suffice to say, that after he had been ordered by 
the President, Mr. de Bellayme (no accuser having appeared), to give up his report, 
which implies according to all rules hitherto in force, that only a delay of ten days 
will be allowed for the trial of a person against whom no proof can be adduced, 
Mr. Brault was obliged to call in Mr. Lassalle's co-operation, and delayed the 
report six months more, determined to give their falsehoods the semblance of truth, 
by adopting a system of negations. They well knew that by the most incontrover- 
tible proofs^ I could destroy every stone of their baseless edifice of falsehood, and 
could only be condemned by a violation and false application of the laws, and 
an arbitrary abuse of power (as my advocate told them) ; but according to the 
assertions of Mr. Monval, Commissary of Police, ''sums of money" had been 
given to demonetiser (to destroy the stamp of) the Prince of Gonzaga, and of a truth 
they were resolved to earn at ant/ risk their ill-gotten riches. 

My advocate was informed, that the day set aside for my defence would he 
suppressed by the Judge Legonidec, and he was neither permitted to reply, when 
false testimony was obtained, nor was his very able defence allowed to be inserted 
in the journals. 

From such injustice my advocate appealed to a higher court, but still belonging 
to the Tribunal of Police. These, my legal adviser declared incompetent to judge 
me, as I had not done anything contrary to the laws of the country, and was in 
possession of my passport, and in proof of my dvil rights; that my documents 
had been legalised by all the ministers and authorities in Paris. He argued, 
therefore, that the case should be referred to the civil court, as the only one 
competent to examine the affair according to the articles 326 and 327 of the civil 
code. The Court of Appeal, in the police section, refused this just demand on 
the part of my advocate (an arbitrary exception to the laws of France which had 
never been made before), and set aside the question of right, which the lawyers 
deemed must prove victorious. Thus the laws of the country were openly and 
shamefully violated. 

Upon so evident a breach of the laws, the Court of Cassation was appealed 
to ; but, under the presidency of Mr. Laplague Barris, the agent and administrator 
of the Duke d'Aumale for the property of Charleville, which of right belongs to 
me, little hope could be entertained of impartial justice. My counsel notified five 
reasons for breaking the judgment ; whereas, in all cases hitherto known, one reason 
has been deemed sufficient to obtain this result. A few weeks after, Mr. Noguier, 
the advocate who pleaded against me, meeting my counsel in a re-union of friends 
and speaking with them upon my case, said, " You are perfectly in the right, a 
thousand and a thousand times over, with your Prince de Gonzaga ; but at all events 
and a tout prix il faillait le condamner,'' Why was I made the victim of such an 
open violation of the laws ? 

Never did Prince Metternich venture to cast the slightest doubt or blemish on 
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my honor, the loyalty of my military and private life, or the fact of my identity. 
Whether at the Congress of Vienna in 1815, where I accompanied my father, or 
when my mother wrote to me in 1836, when I was at Stutgard, to pay her a visit 
at Vienna (where I dined several times at Shonhrunn with the Ex-Empress Marie- 
Louise, the widow of Emperor Napoleon), or in 1839, when I was at Triest ; never, 
I repeat, did such base and dishonorable ideas enter the heads of those, who, from 
political motives, might have felt unfavorably disposed towards me. 

In 1836, Prince Metternich caused the extract of my birth and baptismal 
register to be signed at the Imperial and Royal Chancery of Vienna, at my 
personal demand; and the signature of His Excellency Baron Waechter, formerly 
my intimate friend, is amongst that of the seven ministers of diflFerent courts who 
signed my certificates. This same Baron Waechter gave his attestation as Minister of 
Wurtemberg at Paris, in 1852, stating that he had known me since 1833, when I 
was declared citizen of Wurtemberg. (See Acts No, 28 and 29.) 

On the 30th of June, 1852, Baron Waechter brought this attestation. I was 
then living at No. 26, Eue Monthabor, and whilst breakfasting with me, as he had 
done almost daily at Munich in 1837, he remarked that he preferred bringing it 
himself, as I could have his signature legalised at the Ministry for Foreign Afisors, 
in preference to following the proposed of Mr. Baudier, the notary; as there 
seemed to be, he said, something very like an intrigue going on against me. 

When I returned to France in 1852, with every belief of good faith and 
security as a Prince, though deprived of my possessions, and where I had so long 
resided and been received with the most cordial hospitality, when I returned after 
having experienced severe pecuniary losses, I became the victim of low intrigues. 
By what right I ask, never having been before a court of justice in my life, was I 
incarcerated, pre-judged by the most abominable articles in the French press, and 
my civil rights attacked by the incompetent tribunal of the police ? 

In order to show that the report of Mr, Brault was fabricated with a view to 
conceal the truth, I have added the copies of several documents to this appeal, of 
which the originals exist, in the hope that you. Honorable Lords and Gentlemen, 
with your accustomed benevolence of feeling and justice, when the laws of nations 
and individuals are violated, will take them into your consideration. 

Amongst the documents to which I have alluded, are the decrees of the 
Sovereign Council of Valais in Switzerland, dated 1844 and 1845, relative to my 
rights as Chief and Orand Master of the Order of Redemption^ a, privilege 
confirmed to our family in perpertuity by the decree of Duke Vincent of Gonzaga 
Mantova, and by the Bull of Pope Paul V. (See Act No. 30) ; also by other 
distinguished personages (see Acts No, 31, 32, 38, 84, 85, 36, 37, 88, and 39,) ; 
and by Patent letter of His Majesty Louis the XIV., King of France, and a decree 
of the Council of State, dated January 1646 (see Act No. 40) ; all of which prove 
that I did not in one iota act contrary to the established laws of France, or the 
bonds of honor and loyalty, in disposing of an order of which I am the chief, and 
acknowledged to be such by Pope Gregory XVI. That PontiflF, in 1842, proposed 
to me through his Chamberlain, the Marquis de Magny, who was also Grand 
Chancellor of my Order of the Redemption, to cede to the Pope the investiture of 
my decoration. This proposition I was obliged to decline, on account of a former 
Pope having granted by Bull that it should remain for ever as the right of the 
chief of our family. 

The Prince Cesarini's family enjoyed the right of giving the order of the Golden 
Spur, although subjects of the Pontifical States, until the year 1842, when it was 
ceded to the Pope : and the Order of Malta has never had but one Sovereign out 
of sixty-nine Grand Masters of that Order. It was not, therefore, an assumption 
of sovereignty on my part, as the Police Judge wished to imply. I merely exercised 
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my right ; and even admitting that I was in error^ in granting my decoration to 
Frenchmen at their particular request, and by letters addressed to me when I was 
in Italy, I ought rather to have been called upon to explain^ before the Council of 
State^ why I had exercised the privilege during a period of ten years in France, 
and to have been permitted to justify my conduct^ and to have submitted my rights 
to the appreciation of that body ; and not before the Tribunal of Police^ which 
appears to have no other object^ in France^ than to abuse and vilify Princes^ as was 
said with regard to those of -their own country. 

My military career continued almost without interruption from 1812 to 1839. 
On leaving the Spanish service I was prevented from accepting the title of Goneral- 
in-Chief in the Canton of Ticino (as referred to No. 20) ; for no sooner had I 
accepted this flattering proposition^ than Austria sought to insinuate herself into the 
Ticenese councils^ and I felt my views paralized for the independance of Switzerland 
as a nation. I^ therefore, relinquished the post of my predeliction^ and withdrew to 
Paris, where the rank of Colonel in the Foreign Legion for Africa^ as has been 
already mentioned, was offered me ; but of necessity declined, on account of my 
marriage having been fixed to take place about that period in London. 

During the civil war of the Sonderbund, in Switzerland, it chanced that I 
passed through Geneva on my return to England, after my first visit to His Holiness, 
Pope Pius IX ; when a deputation was sent to offer me the rank of General, to 
which my answer may be found in " La voix CathoUqite/' of Geneva, (bearing date 
November the 10th,) 1847, in these words : " I thank you for the great honor you 
" have done me ; but as an Italian, a liberal, and a catholic, I cannot accept this 
important mission. If the Conferation united under the same banner, were 
attacked by foreign bayonets, my sword would be at her service ; as I am also 
" ready at the call of my dear country, when the hour of her deliverance shall have 
'^ sounded.'' 

I need not allude to many other well known facts during the late revolution in 
Italy, suffice it to observe, that I refused the Dictatorship of a Provisional Govern- 
ment at Rome, which was proposed to me, when the Pope had left his capital, after 
the resignation of Cardinal Castracane, by the most influential personages in that 
city ; because I did not consider myself justified in accepting it, until a deputation 
had been sent to Gaeta for the purpose of entreating His Holiness to return to his 
capital, or to state his wishes on the subject. 

My name was put forward, without my sanction, as one of the candidates for 
the crown of Sicily in 1848, with those of the Duke of Genoa, the Duke of 
Leuchtenberg, Prince Musignano Bonaparte, and a son of the Grand Duke of 
Tuscany. (See il Labaro of Palermo, bearing date 21st of June, 1848.) 

I should have preferred the rank of General in Rome, had my proposition 
laid before Cardinal Antonelli for the Independence of Italy, as stated in the 
annexed letters (see Acts Nos. 41, 42, and 43), been practicable. All who knew 
me can testify that I was actuated by no selfish considerations. During the 
temporary struggle in Italy, which from the nature of events could not be lasting, 
I remained at Rome, to participate in whatever might befall my fellow citizens 
during the siege. I had been proposed by Prince Canino Bonaparte in a com- 
mittee at which he presided, as the General whose military tactics and experience 
he could best recommend, before the departure of the Pope from Rome. To this 
nomination Count Mamiani objected, stating he was aware of those facts, " but/' 
said he, ^' place a sword in his hand, and he will soon put the crown on his head.^' 

I have given. Honorable Lords and Gentlemen, in this report, a correct 
statement of my private, political, and military life, which I beg to submit to your 
consideration. A few words more on recent events. The Grand Duke and 
Duchess cf Tuscany having received my wife, the Princess of Gonzaga Mantova, 
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with the greatest distinction at Florence, the Duke consented to act as mediator with 
his nephew, the Emperor of Austria, in order that an amicable arrangement might 
be made respecting my hereditary and private possessions in Italy. These 
negociations were carried on so successfully that the Emperor agreed to receive 
the Princess at Vienna as a member of his family,* and to treat with her on 
what he termed une affaire defamille. The Austrian Charge d^ Affaires at Florence, 
Baron Hugel, waited on the Princess, and afterwards, on her expressing some fear 
of danger on the route, the latter assured her through Sir George Hamilton, the 
English Ambassador, that if necessary a safe conduct would be granted anywhere 
in the Austrian States of Italy at her request. On her arrival at Vienna, on the 
27th of December, 1849, the Princess sent the letter announcing her arrival, and 
requesting an audience, to the Aide-de-Camp, Count de Grunn, as she had been 
recommended to do by the excellent Grand Duke ; but it was intercepted by order of 
Prince Schwartzemberg, who wrote to say, that the letter had not been given to the 
Emperor ; but that he would receive her on condition of her not speaking on the 
subjeet of her hmband's rights. The Princess then wrote to the Emperor^s 
father, and, receiving the answer referred to (see Act No. 44), considered it useless 
to remain longer at Vienna. 

Every kindness and attention was paid to the Princess, on her setting out for 
Rome, by the Governor, General Eostolan, who gave her an order for a safe 
conduct in case of need, in return, as he said, for the good I had done for France^ 
in contributing to the comforts of the French troops after their arrival at Home, 

I also saved the life of Mr. Mercier, the present Minister for France, at 
Athens, condemned to be shot in twenty-four hours at Rome, when with tears in 
his eyes, he entreated of me to use my interest for the preservation of his life. 

Had any one, instead of being sufficiently credulous to suppose I could as 
a military man (setting aside the dignity of a Prince), force the consigne of a 
sentinel, and penetrate into the Elys^, have acted in my behalf with a tithe of the 
energy I evinced in the case of Mr. Mercier, I should not now be compelled to 
make known the ingratitude I received on my last journey through France. 
Yet such was my recompense for the blood shed for that country in my youth, 
the death of my brother, Prince Maximilian, at the Battle of Leipsic, and the 
great pecuniary losses sustained by my father in the cause of the Emperor^ 
Napoleon I. 

Since my return to London, in January, 1864, I have repeatedly addressed 
the Emperor of the French, to ask for redress against my false imprisonment, 
and the incompetence of a police tribunal to judge me, or question me, or set 
aside my civil rights j which acts were denounced by the first lawyers in Paris, as an 
unheard of violation of the laws of the country, a false application of the laws, 
and an abuse of arbitrary power. 

I also wrot« to the Minister of War, requesting a military investigation 
regarding my military service as a youth under Napoleon I. in 1812, 13, and 14, 
stating the error made by Messrs. Daricau and Trepka, (a Pole,) employed in the 
offices of the War Department, in their report to the police, that the 9tn regiment 
of Infantry, of the Legion of the Vistula, did not exist in 1812, where I had the 
rank of lieutenant ; whereas, there were seventeen regiments of Infantry, in the 
Legion of the Vistula. 

I have stated to the Emperor of the French, on the facts last year detailed in the 
Gazette des Tribunaux, and le Droit, at Paris, regarding Messrs Vesiu, Guiet, 
Delahaye, H^ral, Viala, and a host more ; that I had no knowledge, directly or 



* Three Princesses of Gonzaga have become Empresses of Germany, and three daughters of the 
Emperor of Germany married the Princes of the House of Gonzaga. 
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iadirectly, of these persons^ who, for many years, had been traficking decorations in 
my name ; or of a Mr. Marzotvskt/, assuming the name of Prince de Gonzaga, who, 
as an accomplice of Mr. Viala, despoiled a Russian Prince of the sum of 60,000 
francs for a decoration. I suggested that, voluntarily or involuntarily, the acts, 
names, and journeys of these delinquents, and many others, had been transferred to 
me in the police report, and that the judge must have been necessarily prejudiced 
by such wicked mystifications ; especially when opposed to my simple statement 
that, from the time T quitted the military service of Spain, with the rank of General, 
in 1839, I had resided (from May, 1840, till November, 1845), in France; three 
years in London, till March, 184iB; at Rome and Genoa, four years; and again in 
London to this date. 

I have sent, to the Chancellor of the Legion d'Honneur, a list of those French- 
men who requested to be admitted into the order of which I am Grand Master; 
referring to the prerogatives given by the Kings of France, Henry IV., 
Louis XIII., and Louis XIY., to our family on those points, the Bull of the Pope, 
and the decree of the founder of those orders ; and made a public appeal to the 
chevaliers to come forward, and say whether all the rules have not been loyally 
observed in granting my order from the year 1842, when the Marquis de Magny, 
one of the Chamberlains of Pope Gregory XVI., was appointed my great chancellor, 
to the time of my arrival in France, in 1852, and my unlawful arrestation. 

Prevented from entering Italy, in 1839, on my way to visit my aunt, the Princess 
de Gonzaga Castiglione, at Venice, I had no opportunity of residing there until 
1848, when His Holiness, the Pope Pius IX., invited me there with my family. I 
was informed in Rome that the French police had given out a report that I was not 
the Prince de Gonzaga who was in Spain, which absurdity excited some derision 
amongst personages in high quarters, who knew me both before and after my return 
from Spain. This report had no better success at Genoa, as I had cousins at Turin 
who received me at their house in 1837, and again 1851. 

I left Italy, by my own free will, for England vi& Paris, in January, 1852 ; 
totally unsuspicious that any violence could be oflFered me in Paris, or elsewhere ; 
and, till too late, believed with the most perfect confidence that the Emperor of the 
French would do me ample justice : but I now perceive I have been the victim of 
political ambition, and understand the motives of the hue and cry in the French 
press, during the time of my wife, the Princess de Gonzaga^s visit to Vienna, last 
year, and in 1857. 

The Emperor of Austria after receiving from the hands of the Princess, my 
despatch demanding some compensation for the loss of my possessions in Lombardy, 
appointed her an audience on the 16th November, 1857, and promised that " he would 
occupy himself with my affairsy and see what could be done.'* Assuredly His Imperial 
Majesty would not have allowed the Princess to remain so long at Vienna awaiting 
his decision, had he not been favorably disposed : when lo ! and behold ! the French 
papers inserted fix)m May till September, 1858, the greatest falsehoods regarding the 
sums of money my agents were receiving in the ^^ most distinguished salons de 
JParis/' for bits of ribbon which they sold at all prices ; and this calumny was 
repeated par ordre by their different correspondents at Vienna, London, Brussels, 
Italy, and elsewhere. Articles fully denying these assertions appeared at Vienna, 
in the Morgen Post, and die Presse, of the 30th May, and the Fremden Piatt, 
of the 1st of June, 1858, of which, from die Presse, the following is a literal 
translation : — 

"Several Journals at Vienna contain for some time past communications, 
*' probably borrowed from the " Independance Beige,'' concerning His Serene 
" Highness the Prince de Gonzaga, In conformity with the truth, we cannot pass 
'' them over in silence ; for these communications are unfounded on historical basis. 
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" and in consequence ought to be dismissed to augment the number of malicious 
" inventions. 

In the interest of this personage, everywhere so highly esteemed, let it be 

simply remarked, by way of explanation, that the Prince has never conferred any 

Roman orders, nor ever commissioned agents in any place for the concession of 

" the two orders belonging to his family, politically acknowledged, and of which he 

'^ is the Grand Master, as chief of the family of Gonzaga/' 

Die Presse adds, as a note in reference to the Independance Selge, that " he 
" does not believe the articles concerning the Prince di Gonzaga, but that they 
" apply to a person who assumed the name of His Serene Highness, and who 
" has since been condemned by the Tribunal of Paris for such conduct. 

After several months had elapsed, a denegation was at length inserted in 
le Droit, of the 6th and 7th December, 1858, thus : — 

" To the Editor of U Droit at Paris. 
Sir, — On my arrival at Paris, from Vienna in Austria, my attention was 
directed to an article in your Journal le Droit, of the 5th September, concerning 
a Mr. Marzowshy, who passes himself off for the Prince di Gonzaga, that he may 
be enabled to distribute orders in complicity with Mr. Viala, and who is said to 
have despoiled a Russian Prince of the sum of 50,000 francs for a decoration. It 
is a pity this assumption of a title in secret, and solely for the purpose of a 
scandalous trafic (for he would not dare bear it openly,) was not sooner discovered 

by justice ! I shall however limit myself, in answer to your article 

to the declaration, that my husband. Prince Alexander di Gonzaga Mantova, has 
no knowledge, directly or indirectly, of Mr, Viala, nor of any of those pretended 
agents for the distribution of orders or of those aspirants to them, of whom men- 
'* tion is made in the research undertaken with regard to orders given without any 
'' right, and traficked in so shamefully, in what you justly term, ' the fair for 
" decorations.^ ^' 

" Paris, the 6th December, 1858. 

^' Maria Elisa, Princess di Gonzaga Mantova.'* 

In addition to this refutation, I can affirm with certainty that I have been the 
object of a constant system of espionage on the part of the French police, persued 
and followed everywhere by it with, the intention of denouncing me in every way, 
however mean and base. But as it has not been able to find out anything against 
my honor, it has been obliged to invent and falsify documents, and to represent me 
to be otherwise than I really am. 

To resume all these facts; my military career in France terminated in 1814, 
after the departure of Napoleon I. for the Isle of Elba, when I quitted the 
service of the auxiliary troops of France, whith the rank of Lieutenant, 

In 1830, 1 quitted the military service of Russia, with the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel oi Cavalry, 

In 1839, I quitted the military service of Don Carlos, in Spain, with the 
rank of General, and Colonel of the Lancers of Tortosa. 

In my protestations, addressed to all the sovereigns of Europe, I have asked 
to be allowed to present my documents and family titles to the Ministers of the 
five great powers, in London ; so as to justify the hereditary rights of my ancestors 
the Dukes of Mantua, Guastella, Castiglione, &c. I never yet heard that a French 
Police Tribunal had the power to make a Prince or unmake a Prince by birth, so 
as to ensure the success of actual intrigues for new territorial arrangements and 
advance the views of the Emperor Napoleon III. in the most unjustifiable partition 
of Italy as concerns my family. A Prince by birth is ever a Prince, even when de- 
prived of his territories ; and as the rights of my Grandfather (then a minor) were 

D 
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represented at the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, and my Father's at the treaty 
of Vienna in 1815, and redemanded by me on several occasions, no flaw exists 
in my position. My baptism as a catholic (sous condition) and confirmation 
took place at Turin, in July, 1837, at the express wish of the late King Charles 
Albert, and give me some right to hope, that at least, a provision may be made in my 
favor, if properly represented, by Great Britain, to the Sovereigns now in possession of 
these principalities and duchies, of which I own the hereditary titles from my birth. 
Are the registered acts of my grandfather's marriage, my father's birth, and my own 
act of marriage, all in London, to be set aside, because they are in England, to satisfy 
the wilful ignorance and wickedness of an incompetent tribunal of the French police 
in denying them ? and also an English passport, the traveller's only safeguard, which 
I had in Paris on my arrestation ? Why was I offered the rank of Colonel, in 
September, 1840, at the War Department, in Paris, on account of my former 
services in France ? Why was I allowed to remain six years in France, travelbng 
with a French passport, renewed annually; and invited from London by a letter 
from General Count Fernig, in August, 1844, to return to France, by the express 
wish of the King Louis Philippe ; if, at the age of fifty-two, I was to be considered 
a perfect stranger in France, on my passage through that country, in 1852 ? 

Finally I rely upon the representatives of the British Nation to uphold the 
privileges of a natural British bom subject in the maintainance of rights which 
have been impugned by an unqualified persecution and trampled upon by the spolia- 
tion of the private property of my family, effected by foreign powers. 

So long as the stain of my unjust detention par prevention, and false trial 
exists, the Emperor of the French cannot pretend to dictate laws of humanity or 
justice to any nation in Europe, To quote the words of the Emperor Na- 
poleon ! ! "En France, le hien c^est le mal, et le mal c^est hien /" In laying 
these details before you, Honorable Lords and Gentlemen of the Houses 
of Parliament, I do so with the full reliance and hope that you will take 
such means as are in your power to obtain for me redress for this unjustifiable 
treatment ; and act towards one who is entitled to the privileges of an English 
born subject, according to the laws of the land, and with the justice which is due 
to your countrymen when oppressed by violence, either at home or abroad. 

I have the honor to be, Honorable Lords and Gentlemen, 

Yours respectfully, 
51, Manchester Street, 

Manchester Square. PRINCE ALEXANDER DI GONZAGA, 

London, 1859. Duke of Mantua. 
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ACTS 

MENTIONED IN THE PETITION PRESENTED BY 

HIS SERENE HIGHNESS 

PRINCE ALEXANDER OF GONZAGA MANTUA, 

&c., &c., &c. 

TO THE HONORABLE LORDS AND COMMONS OF THE KINGDOM 

OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



JJq 1 COPT of the Original Act in Latin of the Marriage in London^ on the 

12th of April, 1760, of His Serene Highness Prince Philip Louis di Gonzaga 
Mantova, Prince di Castiglione, Duke de Solferino, Prince of the Holy Eoman 
Empire, &c., &c., with the Princess Mariana de la Cerda de Medina-Coeli^ as 
follows : — 

Extractum e registro sacelli Catholicce mce Majestatis Londini, 

Anno 1760, die 12 mensis Aprilis,millo detecto impedimento, effo P, Schaw, 
missionarius apostolicus apud sacelluni legationis CatholicsB susb Majestatis Lon- 
dini, etc. In sacello publico dictaD legationis in matrimonio conjuncti fuerunt 
Seren. Princeps Philippus-Ludovicus de Gonzaga Mantua, Princeps de Castiglione 
(delle Stiviere) et Solferino, Romani Imperii Princeps, &c. (filius Seren.) Principis 
Francisci de Gonzaga-Mantua-Castiglione, Ducis de Solferino, Bom. Imperii 
Principis, et Seren. PrincipissaD JuliansD ClitteriaD de Carmine Caracciolo, Prin- 
cipissae de Sancto-Buono) et Mariana Principissae de Medina-Coeli de la Cerda. 

Praesentibus testibus : Seren. Princeps Aloysius de Gonzaga de Castiglione, 
Domina Julia Cowley, Excell. Dominus d'Abreu, S. M. Cath. Regis Legatus 
Londini, Domina Emma de Coskoguera, Excell. Dominus Marchio Vincentius 
Sforza, Domina Marchionissa Sforza, Dominus Lodovicus de Malespina, Domina 
Elisabeth de ]\([alespina, etc., etc. P. Schaw, ut supra. 

Concordat cimi originali, Datum ex aedibus dicti sacelli, Londini, die 28 
mensis Aprilis, anno 1760. P. Schaw. 

No. 2a Copy of the Original Act in Latin of the Birth at London, the 19th of 

March, 1761, of His Serene Highness Prince Joseph Louis di Gonzaga 
Mantova, Prince of Castiglione, and of the Holy Roman Empire, &c., &c., 
as follows : — 

Extractum e registro sacelli Catholicce stm Majestatis Londini, 

Anno 1761, die 19 mensis Martii, ego P. Schaw, Missionarius apostolicus 
apud sacellum Legationis CatholicaD S. M. Londini, etc. In sacello publico, 
dictae legationis baptizatus fuit Joseph Lodovicus, filius Seren. Principis Philippi 
Lodovici et Mariae di Gonzaga-Mantua, Principis de Castiglione et Solferino, 
Romani Imperii Principis, etc. Ex legitime natus matrimonio. Patrini fue- 
runt : Dominus Comes de Fuentes S. M. Catholicae Regis Legatus Londini, et 
Domina Marchionissa Maria Sforza, Excell. Dominus Marchio Vincentius Sforza, 
et Domina Elisabeth de Malatesta, etc. P. Schaw, ut supra. 

Concordat cum originali. Datum ex aedibus dicti sacelli Londini, die 12 
mensis Aprilis, anno 1761. P. Schaw. 

I, the undersigned, Apostolical Missionary of Spanish Place, London, certify that the above 
extract is in all points conformable to the register. In proof of which, I sign with my own hand the 
present expedition. Spanish Plac^, London, the 11th October, 1852. 

(Signed) William Hunt, 

Apostolical Missionary. 
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HTOj 3a Copy of the Original Act in Latin of the Marriage of His Serene High- 

ness Prince Alexander Louis Stanislaus (alias Alexander Andre) di Gon- 
ZAGA Mantova, Prince of the Holy Roman Empire, &c., &c., with Maria Eliza 
Coke, widow of Don Juan Escudero, daughter of Colonel Coke, in London, the 
22nd of Fehruary, 1841, as follows : — 

Extractum e registro matrhnoniale Capellce Hispaniensis Londini (p. 201.) 

Anno 1841, die 22 mensis Februarii, nullo legitime impedimento detecto. 
Ego Julius Picquot, Mission. Apost. apud Spanish-Place, Londini, legationis 
CatholicaB Suae Majestatis Londini elemosynarius, etc. Sereniss. Principem Alex- 
andrum LudovicumStanislaum (alias Alexandrum Andream) de Gonzaga-Mantua, 
Romani Lnperii Principem, etc., etc. ; filium Sereniss. Comitis Palatini Principis 
Joseph! Ludovici de Gonzaga-Mantua Principis de Castiglioni (delle Stiviere) 
Comitis de Murzynowski, Romani Imperii Principis et Euphros. Magdal. Juliae 
Principissse Esterhazy, et Mariam Elizam de Escudero, yiduam, dom. Joannis de 
Escudero, etc., filiam Tribuni Legionis Coke, angli, in sacello pubKco dictae lega- 
tionis interroffavi, eorumque mutuo consensu habiti, solemniter per verba de 
praesenti matnmonio conjunxi : praesentibus testibus : Dom. Archibaldo Maclaine, 
Barenetto, Elizabeth Domina Maclaine, Johanne Walker, Emma Hunt, Thom4 
Tindal, etc. J, Picquot, ut supra. 

Ego Timotheus Jacobus Reardon attestor, praedictum extractum in omnibus 
esse conforme cum registro. In cujus fidem hoc testimonium mea manu 
subscripsi. T. Reardon, ut supra. 

Datum ex aedibus nostris apud Spanish Place, Londini, die 26th Decembris, 1845. 

T. J. Reardon. 

Thomas, Dei et Apostolicae Sedis gratia episcopus Olenensis, Vicarius Apostolicus Londinensis 
fidem faclmus, Kei dom. Timotheum Keardon cujus nomen attestation! supradatu subscribitu esse 
missionarium apostolicum in districtu Londinensi, et ejus testimonium fide dignum esse tam intra quam 
extra curam, in quorum fidem hoc praesenti manu et sigillo nostris munitas, damus ex sedibus nostris 
Londini hac 29 die Decembris, anno 1845. 

(L. S.) + Thomas Epus Olenensis, 

Vicarius Apostolicus Londinensis. 

D. Joss6 Maria Barrero y Dominguez, Consul General de S. M. la reina Dona Isabel II (Q. D. G.) 
nel Reino renldo de la Gran Britana ^ Erlanda, etc., etc. — Certifico que el III. y reverndissimo Thomas 
Epo Olenensis es como se titola tal y victtrio apostolico in esta capital, y que la firma puesta al pie 
de la anterior legalizacion es suya propia, la que usa en todos sus escritos y £l la que se da entera f^ y 
crediti, y qui el sello es el suyo proprio, el que corresponda It su dignidad y usa en todos los actos de 
officio. Y para que conste doy la presente refrendada con el sello de officio y fermada de mi propria mano 
en Londres K 30 de Diciembre de 1845. 

(L. S.) (Signe) Jose Maria Barrero. 

El infrascrito enviado estraordinario y Ministro Plenipotenciario de S. M. Catolica en Londres, 
etc., etc. — Certifico que la firma que precede es la del Consul General de S. M. en esto Reino, y la misma 
que usa en todos suo escritos. — Y para que conste y produzca los efectos convinientes doy la presente 
sellada con el sello de oficio y firmada de mi mano en Londres a 31 de Diciembre de 1845. 

(L. S.) (Sign6) El Duque De Sotomayor, 

I certify that I believe the above to he the signature of the Duke de Sotomayor, the Spanish Minister 
in London. — Foreign Office, December 31st, 1845. 

(L. S.) (Signed) H. M. Addington, 

Under Secretary of State. 



Ho 4- Copy of the Original Act in Jjatin of the Birth and Baptism of His 

AlU. ■*, Serene Highness Alexander Prince Andre di Gonzaga Mantova, at Dresden, 
the 12th of November, 1799, as follows : — 

Anno 1802, die 22 mensis Februarii, Ego Constantinus Machowicz Capellan. 
Sereniss. Celsitud. Piincipis Josephi-Ludovici di Gonzaga-Mantua-Castiglione, 
etc. Baptizatus fuit in sacello publico, in Wola, Reg. Poloniae, Sereniss. Celsitud. 
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Princeps Alexander-Andreas de Gonzaga- Mantua, Princeps de Castiglione et 
Solferino, comes de Mursynowski, Romani Imperii Princeps natus Dresdao in 
SaxoniaB regno^ die 12 mcnsis Novembris, anno 1799, filius Sereniss. Celsitud. 
Principis Josephi-Ludovici de Gonzaga-Mantua, Principis de Castiglione (delle 
Stiviere) et Solferino, Comitis de Murzinowa-Murzynowski, Romani Imperii 
Principis, etc., etc., et Ex Serenissima Celsitud. EuphrosynA Magdalen^ Ju- 
lian&, nat& Principissa Esterhazy. Ex legitime natus matrimonio. Patrini 
fuerunt : Serenissimus Princeps Joannes-Lubomirski et Serenissima Principissa 
Anastasia Lubomirski, Excell. Dom. Comes Vincent Potocki et Serenissima Prin- 
cipissa Anna Oginski, etc 

Concordat cum originali. Datum in Wola die 23 mensis Februarii, anno 
1802. 

(L. S.) C. Machowicz. 

This copj, conformable to the original, is extracted from another authentic copy expedited from the 
Minister of War, from Warsaw in the kingdom of Poland, on the 18th of June, 1820, "signed" 
Comte Hauke.— Turin, the 26th of May, 1851. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Carlo Francesco Albosio, Notary. 

Seen for the legalization of the above signature, and qualification of the Notary, as Signator, at Carlo 
Francesco Albasio's residence here. — Turin, the 27th of May, 1851. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Pettiti, President. 

(Signed) Aymerito, Secretary, 

The undersigned Royal Notary, Examiner, and Certifier, at his residence in the tOTvn of Genoa, 
certifies that the present copy is extracted from another copy, signed exactly as above by the Notary 
Certifier, at the residence of Carlo Francesco Albosio at Turin, with which statement it accords. 

Genoa, the 21st of April, 1852. 

NicoLO Emeo delle Piane ; — Notary (Certifier.) 

Seen for the legalization of the signature of the Notary Certifier Nicolo Bmeo della Piane. 
Genoa, the 23rd of April, 1852. 

(L. S.) (Signed) The Counsellor of Appeal, 

President of the Tribunal of Ist Instance, 

Malaspina. 
(Signed) L. Arnolfi, Under Secretary. 

No. 306. Seen at the General Intendancy at Genoa for the legalization of the signature. — Malaspina. 
Genoa, the 23rd of April, 1852. At the Delegation of Foreign Affairs. 

(L. S.) (Signed) A. Piola. 

No. 255. Seen at the General Consulate of France for the legalization of the signature abore of the 
Count Piola, General Intendant of the Division of Genoa. — Genoa, the 23rd of April, 1852. 

The Consul General, 
(L. S.) (Signed) A. Mimaut. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs certifies true the signature of Mr. Mimaut. Paris, the 30th of 
April, 1852. — By the authorization of the Minister the Chief of the Bureau of the Chancellery. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Dubois. 



No. 5a Extract from the Act of Baptism, and Birth of His Serene Highness 

Prince Alexander di Gonzaga, examined and legalized at the Imperial and 
Royal Chancellery, at Vienna in Austria. 

Extract from the document forwarded from the City of Warsaw, Kingdom of Poland. 

His Serene Highness the very High, and very powerful Count Alexander 
Gonzaga Murzynowski, was born at Dresden, Kingdom of Saxony, on the 12th 
of November, 1799, and was baptized in the Kingdom of Poland, in the church 
of the village of Wola, in the Oalvinist religion, and at the time of his baptism 
he received the names of Alexander Andrea, son of His Serene Highness the 
Count Palatin Joseph Gonzaga Murzynowski, &c., &c.. General of the Division 
of Polish French Army, (issue of the descendants of the Princes Gonzaga 



22 

Mantova) also of the Calvinist religion, but that only commenced with his late 
father, who embraced the Calvinist religion, and of Her Serene Highness 
Eufrosyne Madalena Julia, born Princess Esterhazy of the Catholic religion. 

The witnesses of the baptism of His Serene Highness the Count Alexander 
Gonzaga Murzynowski above mentioned, were first. The Serenissime Prince 
John Lubomirski, and Anastasia his wife. Secondly, His Excellency Count 
Vincent Potocki, with The Serenissime Princess Anna Oginska, &c. 

This extract has been legalized at Passau, by the Royal Tribunal of the 
circle and of the town, the 24th of October, 1836, and it has been examined and 
legalized by the Chancellery of the Court, and Imperial and Royal State of 
Austria, at Vienna, the 17th of January, 1837. 

It is certified that the present extract has been found conformable to the 
translation, which has been produced from the Polish. 

The Royal Tribunal of Bavaria of the City of Munich, the 8th of 
March, 1837. 

(L.S.) (Signed) Count Lerchenfeld, 

(Signed) Birzer, Secretary. 

No. 1 0787. The Secretary General at the Royal State Ministry of Justice, certified the authenticity 
of the Bignature, and the seal affixed above. — Munich, the 9th of March, 1837. 

(L.S.) (Signature not legible) Assessor, 

The under-signed. Secretary of the Koyal Ministry of State of Bavaria, of the Royal House, and 
for Foreign Affairs certifies by the present the authenticity of the above signature, and of the seal affixed 
to it. — Munich, the 9th of March, 1837. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Gessele. 

Seen at the Royal Embassy of Wurtemberg for legalization of the above signature, and of the seal 
affixed to it. — Munich, the 9th of March, 1837. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Bn. de Waechter. 

For legalization of the signature, and the seal affixed, in another part of the Embassy of Wurtemberg 
in this city. — Munich, the 12th of March, 1837. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Kremer^ 

Secretary of the Imperial and Royal Legation of Austria. 

Seen for the legalization of the signature of Monsieur Gessele, Private Royal Secretary of Bavaria, 
and of the seal above affixed. — Munich, the 12th of April, 1837. The Minister of Baden. 

(L.S.) (Signed) Dusch. 

Seen at the Legation of France at Munich, the 18th of April, 1837) for the legalization of the above 
signature of Monsieur Dusch, Minister for Baden. 

(L. S.) (Signed) The Secretary of Legation, d^Hailly. 

No« 70. Seen at the Legation of His Majesty the King of Sardinia for legalization of the signature 
of Mr. Gessele, Secretary at the Department for Foreign Affairs. — Munich, the 12th of June, 1837. 

(L. S.) (Signed) H. de Saint Marsan. 

I, the undersigned, translator and interpreter, sworn upon oath, for foreign languages, certify that 
what precedes is a faithful translation, and conformable to the original which was presented to me, and 
which I returned after having signed it ne variatur. In virtue of which I sign the present at Paris, the 
25th of November, 1845. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Chs. Hasenfeld, 

Seen for the legalization of the signature of Mr. Chs. Hasenfeld, by us the Judge, on account of the 
President of the first Instance of the Seine being prevented. — Paris, 26Ui of November, 1345. 

(L, S.) (Signed) Puissant. 

Seen for the legalization of the signature of Monsieur Puissant, Judge of the Civil Tribimal of 
Paris. — Paris, the 27th of November, 1845. 

By delegation, the Chief of the Bureau at the Ministry of Justice. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Landy. 
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DIPLOMA OF THE GRAND CEOSS 

OF THE ORDER OF STANISLAUS OF HIS ROTAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OV 

SALM KTBBOTTRQ. 

FREDERICK lY. 

iNOa ^« BytlieGraceof God, Prince of SalmKyrbourg, Prince of Ahatjs and BocKHOLT, 

Count of Rennbberg, Grandee of Spain of the 1st Class, &c., &c., &c., 

Grand Master of the Order of Stanislaus. 

Salutation to all those who read these present letters patent : — 

Having nominated, according to our decision given on the date of the fourth 
of last month. His Serene Highness Prince Alexander di Gonzaga, Duke of 
Mantua, &c., &c., &c.. Grand Cross of the Order of Stanislaus, we authorize 
him to bear the distinctive Insignia of this Order, from the day mentioned here 
below. To render this more valid, we have caused to be aflBied to these letters 
patent our princely seal of arms. 

Given at our residence Ahaus, the 2nd of February, 1824. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Frederick, 

Prince of Salm Kyrbourg. 

By supreme order of His Serene Highness the Prince. Copied and regis- 
tered at the Chancery. Register two folios eight. 

(Signed) Count de Garden. 
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Protestation addressed by the Prince di Gonzaga Duke of Mantua, to aU 
the Kings, Princes, and Potentates of Europe : — 

(Published in the " Sun'' on the 4:th of July ^ 1843, and in the " Journal des Debate^ 

16th of September, 1843.) 

WE, ALEXANDER L, of GONZAGA, by the Grace of God, Prince of 
Gonzaga, Castiglione, (delle Stiviere), of the Roman Empire, and of Bozzolo; 
Duke of Mantua, of Guastalla, of Solfbrino, and of Sabbionetta ; Marquis 
of Medolb and of Luzzara, &c,, &c., &c. ; Chief and Grand Master of the Order 
of the Redemption, and of the Merit of Devotion, &c., &c. 

To all Kings, Princes, and Potentates, — 

We declare, that having been prevented by the most imjust means from 
making known our legitimate reclamations against the treaties of 1815, or even 
to pass the frontiers of Austria, except once, in 1836, with the authorization of 
Prince Metternich, we think it necessary to maintain our incontestable rights, 
before God and men ; by a solemn protestation against all that has been done to 
our prejudice relatively to our Duchies of Mantua, Ghiastalla, of Castiglione, and 
Solferino, &c., as heir in direct line of these territories, in virtue of the Salic law 
established during seven centuries in our Sovereign House of Gonzaga, and by 
the remarkable diploma of the Emperor Sigismond, dated the 22nd of September, 
1433, confirming our ancestor, the Prince John Francis di Gonzaga, in per- 
petuity — ^for him and his male posterity in all its branches — ^in the titles and 
privileges of Sovereiffn Margrave of Mantua and Prince of the Roman Empire. 

§ 1^' We formaUy retract by the present declaration all concessions made to 
the article of the treaty of Ratisbon, concerning our Sovereign Duchy of Mantua, 
in our protestation of the 12th of October, 1841, addressed to Prince Metternich, 
after a minute examination of all the facts and treaties, a perfect knowledge of 
the steps taken by our predecessor the Prince di Gonzaga, Duke of Gxiastella, 
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until his death in 1746, and the testimony of impartial writers on the illegality 
of the sentence pronounced against the last Duke of Mantua, by a tribunal 
acknowledged to be incompetent to judge him in his quality of Prince of the 
Empire, and when he was neither cited nor heard, having died of poison at 
Padua. 

§ 2°' We protest in the same manner, and we declare null all that has been 
done prejudicial to our interests during our minority, and that of our Father Prince 
Joseph Louis di Gonzaga, in the secret and odious pact disposing of our hereditary 
possessions of Castiglione, Solferino, and Medole, for the scandalous price of 
10,000 florins annually, signed with the Empress Maria-Teresa, by our relation 
Prince Louis di Gonzaga, who died in 1819, who had no right to act as chief of 
our branch of the Princes di Gonzaga Castiglione, on account of the marriage of 
his Grandfaiher having been declared null, 

§ 3°' We ask formally a compensation for those acts, by which the Great 
Powers disposed of our Duchy of Guastella in the Treaty of 1815, without the 
consent of our family, and more particularly of my father, presumptive heir of 
the Prince di Guastella, who died without children. 

§ 4P' We recommend to the consideration of the Powers, who, with the 
exception of Austria, acted we are convinced in ignoruncc of these facts, to be pleased 
to repair the wrongs they have done us, and to obtain the restitution of Guastella 
in our favor, as they reserved to themselves the privilege (Art. 99 of the Treaty 
of the 9th of June, 1815.) 

§ 5°' The Confederate Powers cannot in fact sanction the monstrous usurpation 
of Gruastella, which is not colored by any pretext, nor the alienation of this Duchy 
from our family, who reigned there during seven centuries, without establishing, 
by such an infraction of the rights of minors, a precedent dangerous to their 
interests and in opposition to the monarchical principle which reigns in Europe. 

Finally, we peremptorily demand the annihilation of the Treaties of 1815 
and 1817, in what concerns our States, and, until our re-integration in our terri- 
tories, an indemnity conformable to our birth, and to our close alliance with almost 
all the reigning families of Europe, 

This protestation is signed by us, and signed with the seal of our family. 

Given at Niederbrunn (Bas-Rhin) 26th of April, 1843. 
(L. 8.) (Signed) Alexander, 

Prince di Gonzaga, Due of Mantua. 



ITq y The following letter from the Cabinet of H. L H. Prince Louis Napoleon 

' Bonaparte, President of the French Republic, is the answer to the Memorandum 
addressed to him on the 2l8t of January, 1849, by the Prince di Gonzaga, on his 
hereditary rights and possessions in Italy and France : — 

" Paris, February 22nd, 1849. 
" Presidence of the Republic. 
" Cabinet, No. 575. 

" To Prince Alexander de Gonzaga ^ at Rome. 
" Prince, — ^The Memorandimi you have addressed to the President of the 
" Republic, will receive, do not doubt it, his particular attention. 

" He desires me to assure you that in due time and place it will be taken 
" into consideration, as its importance merits. 

" Accept Prince, the assurance of my highest consideration. 

" The Chief of the Cabinet, 

(Signed) " Mocquard." 
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" Paris, the 27th of March, 1849. 

" Presidence of the Republic. 
" Cabinet, No. 109. 

To the Prince Alexander di Gonzaga, at Borne. 

*^ Prince, — ^The President of the RepubKc will examine with serious atten- 
tion the petition in which you claim the property of the domain of Charleville. 
" But the importance of the question requires researches, and delays, which it 
will be necessary for you to endure, before you can have a reply. 

I beg you will accept. Prince, the assurance of my high consideration. 

" The Chief of the Cabinet, 

(Signed) *' Mocquard. 



it 



'' Palais of the Elysee, March 16th, 1852. 

'^ Household of the President of the BEPUBLia 

" Service of the Aide-de-Camp. 

N0> 8> " Prince,— The Prince President of the Republic being much occupied, he 

^' has given me the order to have the honor to receive the communications 
'* that you may have to make to him. 

" I shall nave the honor to place myself at your disposal on Thursday y the 
" ISth of March, at 10 o'clock in the morning, at the Palace of the Elysee. 
" This letter will serve you as an introduction. 
" Will you accept. Prince, the assurance of my high consideration. 
" The General of Division Aide-de-Camp, Commandant of the 

" Military Household, 

"Count Roquet. 
^* To the Prince Alexander di Gonzaga, 
" Rue Neuve St. Augustin, 65, Paris." 



ATTESTATION OF GENERAL TREZEL, 

Ex-Minister for the War Department. 

No 9 -^^ *^^ request of Prince Alexander di Gonzaga Mantova, I the under- 

■ signed. General of Division in retreat at Paris, certify, that in September 1840, 
the Prince was in treaty with the Minister of War for His Majesty the King 
of the French, for his admission into the military service, and as a General 
Officer, in the Corps of the Foreign Legion in Algiers. In November of the 
same year, 1840, I wrote, in my quality of Director General of the x)ersonal of 
the W ar Department, to the Prince di Gonzaga, that the rank of Colonel was 
then vacant in the Foreign Legion, and that I invited him to present himself to 
the Minister of "War to receive his orders. 

I attest besides, that I saw in 1810, and in Spain, the Prince di Gonzaga, 
father of the present Prince Alexander, and who then served as General Officer 
in the French army of Arragon, commanded by Marshal Suchet, Duke of 
Albufera. 

The Prince Alexander di Gonzaga, to whom I give this writing, is really the 
person I have designated, and whom I had the honor to receive at the Hotel of 
the Ministry for the "War Department, in September 1840. 

The Prince resides actually at Paris, Rue de Monthabor, No. 26. In virtue 
of which, I have delivered to him the present attestation in Paris, the 12th of 
July, 1852. 

(Signed) General Trezel. 
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ATTESTATION OF BARON WAECHTEK^ 

Rmdent Minister for Wurtemberg at Paris, 

KTq 1 a In consequence of a request which has been presented to him, the under- 

signed attests that the personage who inhabits this day Paris, Hue Monthabor^ 
No. 26, under the name of Prince Alexander Andrew di Gonzaga Mantova^ 
Count de Murzynowski, is the same person who inhabited Munich in 1836 and 
1837, where the imdersigned knew him. After haTing served in Poland in the 
quality of Lieutenant-Colonel, he arrived at Stutgard, and he waes naturalized 
there the 9th of April, 1833, proof being given of his identity and antecedents. 

In 1836, the said personage quitted Munich, with a passport from the 
Government of "Wurtemberg for Vienna, where he intended to contract a mar- 
riage with the Princess Cassandra di Cantakuzeno. The contract of marriage 
was presented at the Chancellery of the Legation of Wurtemberg, in Austria,, 
the 6th of September, 1836. 

In 1840, a passport was delivered to the claimant by the Legation of Wur- 
temberg at Paris, under the name of Count Alexander Andrew di Gonzaga 
Murzynowski, to return to Stutgard. 

In 1837, this personage went to Spain, to serve in the army of Don Carlo»w 
Paris, the 3(rth of June, 1852. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Waechtbe, 

Resident Minister of Wurtembergir • 

No. 13,398. Legalized at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Ist of July, 1852, Paris. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Dtjboisw 



ATTESTATION OF LIEUTENANT CHMEELINSKI. 

Before Mr. Bouclier and his colleague, Notaries at Paris, the nndersignecl 
Hit 11 (*^® s^i^ ^^' Bouclier substituted for Mr. Baudier, also Notary at Paris,- momen- 
■""•"'tarily absent,) 

Appeared : 
Mr. Paul Peter Alexander Chmielinski, Polish refugee, exercising the pro- 
fession of^manipfacturer of musical instruments, living at Strasburg (Bas-IUiin)^ 
being at Paris lodged at Rue Monthabor No. 26, formerly Lieutenant in the 1st 
Regiment of Lancers of Poland, in the war of Independance in 1830 and 1881, 
who by these presents declared and attested for truth and public notorietjr to all 
those whom it may c(mcem, that he perfectly well knows His Serene Highness 
Monseigneur *he Prince di Gonzaga from the year 1826 ,' that at this period he- 
also knew the Prmcess di Gonzaga, the mother of the Prince, who inhabited 
Wilna, and who* is- now dead; that he always knew the Prince by the name of 
Prince Alexander & Gonzaga, Count of Murzynowski ; that in 1826 and 1827 
he saw the Prince^ successively occupying the ranks of Captain and Chef- 
cPescadron ; that in? 1830 and 1831 he saw the Prince Alexander di Gonzaga in 
the Polish armies, when the Prince commanded with the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel a regiment of Cavalry, and especially at the battles of Praga and of 
Ostrolenka, where he gave proofs of the most brilliant valor ; that about 1832, 
when he the declarant was ill at Pforzheim in Germany, the JPrince di Gonzaga 
came with several officers to pay him a visit ; that at this period the Prince was^ 
himself unwell ; that he wa» obliged to sojourn sometime at Pforzheim when 
the other officers had departed. 

The appearing declares that he perfectly remembers the Prince, who came- 
about 1826 to pay a visit ta his imcle. Colonel Francis Gurski, Commandant of 
the 5th Regiment of InfSantry, when the Colonel inhabited Fultuskr 



27 

Since 1832, the appearing has several times seen the Prince^ who at all 
times showed him much kindness, and for whom he has always preserved the 
most true attachment; particularly he remembers having visited the Prince 
when he inhabited Stutgard, in his quality of Citiien of the Kingdom of 
Wurtemberg. 

The declaration and attestation which precede are made in the presence of 
His Serene Highness Mons^gneur Prince Alexander Andr^ di Gonzaga-Mantova^ 
Prince of Castiglione, and of the Holy floman Empire, Count of Murzynowski, 
etc. ; formerly Superior Officer in the service of Kussia and Poland, General 
Officer in the service of Spain, living actually at Paris, Eue Monthabor, No. 26, 
of which act at Paris^ the 26th of June, 1852. 

'Signed) Alexander Chmieunski. 

Signed) Prince di Gonzaga-Mantova. 

^Signed) Bouclier, Notary «t Paris, 



ATTESTATION OF THE GENERAL OF BRIGADE BE LAMARRE. 

mj^ ^ o I> the imdersigned, certify, that in 1850, descending one day from General 

MVm 1X9 Gemeaus, we met on the stairs the Commandant of the Staff, Major Corbet, who 
cried out, on seeing the Prince, " I think I recognize you. Are you not the Prince 
di Gonzaga, whom I saw so often in the General Staff of Marshal Ney, in 1813 
and 1814 ? Notwithstanding the time, you are so little altered, that it seems to 
me that I see you yet, a child in the suite of the General in Chief.'* * 

I certify, besides, that His Highness the Prince di Goncaga, now residing 
at Paris, is ihe same individual who inhabited Rome in 1850. 

(Signed) The General of Brigade, 

B. de Lamarre^ 
Paris, the 10th of June, 1852. 



ATTESTATION OF ABBE STANKIEWICZ. 

No. 13. Before Mr. Edmond Baudier, and one of his colleagues, Notary of Paris, 
undersigned, 

Appeared: 
The Abbe Joseph Ambroise Matthieu Stankiewicz, Polish Priest, formerly 
Lieutenant of Iciantry in the auxiliary army in 1812, formerly Curate of the 
parish of Ademowicze, department of Augustow, (Kingdom of Poland), Almoner 
of the Polish army in the war of Independance, now Priest of the parish Bonne 
Nouvelle, Officer of the Military Cross of Merit of Poland, residing at Paris, Rue 
de Chabrol, No. 16. 

The AbbS Stankiewicz, aged more than 70, has by these presents declared 
and attested upon oath, that he knows the Prince Alexander oi Gonzaga from 
1812 ; that the Prince, then very yoimg, was with him at the battles of Smo- 
lensko and Mozaysk ; that he saw him afterwards in 1830 and 1831 in the Polish 
armies, where the Prince commanded, with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, a 
regiment of Cavalry, and particularly at the battles of Ostrolenka and of Dembie- 
Wielke, where he gave proof of the most brilliant valor ; in fine, that he met him 
again latterly at Paris, where he recognized him at first sight of himself, and 
without any person having recalled him to his attention or remembrance ; and 
that the Prince di Gonzaga, who now resides at Paris, Rue Monthabor, No. 26, 
and whose physiognomy has imdergone little change, is the same person whom he 
saw and knew in 1812, and 1830 and 1831. 
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The declaration and attestation whicli precede were made in presence of His 
Serene Highness Alexander Andre, Prince di Gonzaga-Mantova, Prince di Cas- 
tiglione, and of the Holy Roman Empire, Count de Mnrzynowsti, &c., formerly 
Superior Ojficer in the service of Russia and Poland, General Ojficer in the ser- 
vice of Spain, living actually at Paris, Rue Monthabor^ No. 26, of which act at 
Paris the 10th of July, 1852. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Abbe Stankiewicz. 

(Signed) Prince di Gonzaga-Mantova, 
(Signed) E. Baudier, Notary of Paris. 



ATTESTATION OF MR. GTJSTAVUS DE LAXJNAT, 

Employ i at the Ministers of Finance at Paris. 

JJq^ 14j At the request made me by the Princess di Gonzaga, on the part of the 

Prince her husband, I, the undersigned Gustavus de Launay, Employe at the 
Ministry for Finances, declare that I have been acquainted with the Prince 
Alexander di Gonzaga about twelve years, and that I saw him frequently during 
many years at Boulogne-sur-Mer. 

That in 1841, when the statue of the Emperor was erected on the Column 
of the Grand Army, having been nominated by the Town of Boulogne, as one of 
the Commissioners intrusted to organize that solemnity, and placed in communi- 
cation with the persons sent by the Government to assist at it, amongst which 
number were the Generals Gourgaud, Galbois, Corbineau, de PEtang, and the 
Colonel of the Gendarmes' Servatins, I was witness to the respect which many 
of them showed to the Prince di Gonzaga, to whom they destined the place of 
honor in the ceremony, as being the yoimgest Officer who had been decorated 
with the Cross of Honor. 

Mr. de Mentque, now Prefect of the de la Loire Inf^rieure, was then Sub- 
Prefect at Boulogne, and in the number of the Commissioners appointed for the 
fete was Mr. de Marsuin Pomart, who still inhabits this town. I declare also that 
the most honorable persons, and the most enlightened at Boulogne, did not enter- 
tain the sliffhtest doubt regarding the rank of the Prince di Gonzaga, and amongst 
whom I wm cite the Abbe HaflBraingue, a man of immense science, of high capa- 
city, and whose penetration was not likely to be deceived. 

My relations with the Prince di Gonzaga ceased in 1844, at which period 
I quitted Boulogne. Before my departure, the Prince mentioned to me the steps 
he was taking to recover his rights, and gave me a pamphlet in which his wrongs 
and reclamations were exposed. 

Last spring I met the Prince several times. He invited me to go and see 
him, and gave me his address. Rue Monthabor, No. 26 ; and although j[ have not 
been at his house since his arrest, I do not hesitate to affirm there is a perfect 
identity between the person whom I knew at Boulogne, and the one who is now 
in prison. I terminate with observing, that the first time I met the Prince, 
whom I had not seen for eight years, he had some trouble in recollecting me, 
and that I said to him then, '* As to you. Prince, you are not at all altered ; it 
appears to me a s y esterday that I quitted you at Boulogne/^ To which the 
Prince replied, " What you tell me does not surprise me; there are many persons 
who, having seen me in the Army in 1812, have known me again after a separa- 
tion of more than thirty years." I report these words, such as they were said 
to me, and I sign the present declaration, 

(Signed) Gustavus de Launay. 
Paris, the 24th of November, 1852. 
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ATTESTATION OF LIEUTENANT LELETT, 

Cavalry Officer of Ordnance, and Secretary to the Prince di Oonzaga, 

N'Oa 15 ^^ *^® undersigned, entered the service of His Serene Highness the Prince 

di Gonzaga Mantova, &c., &c., &c., in the quality of Secretary in 1839, on his 
leaving Spain, I accompanied him to Egypt, to Greece, to Tnest, and to Italy. 
At Triest I was witness to a most scandalous scene which passed in my presence 
in the cabinet of the Chief of the Police, who resorted even to force to oblige 
His Serene Highness to sign a declaration, by which he was to bind himself u>r 
ever, not to enter the Austrian States. His Serene Highness refused to comply 
with this demand, and seeing that nothing could intimidate him, he imprisoned 
him, allowing him sometimes to go out in a carriage accompanied by an agent 
of the police. Some days after the passport of His Serene Highness was 
remitted to me, with an mjunction to depart in twenty-four hours by the boat 
for Ancona. 

I accompanied His Serene Highness to Rome, where having left him to go 
alone to Tuscany, I remained in Italy, and had the honor of again seeing him 
in 1848 (I think), and saw him several times in Rome until his departure. 

In virtue of which, I sign the present at Rome, the 80th of September, 
1852. 

(Signed) Alexander Leleu. 

Seen at the Chancellery of the Emhassy of France, near the Holy See for legalization of the signa- 
ture of Monsieur Alexander Leleu written above in our presence, and certified as true. Rome, the 
13th of September, 1852. 

For the Chancellor absent. 

The delegated Chancellor, 

(L.S.) F; ASTIER. 



Army of Africa, Division of Constantine on the Staff of .the District. 

" Constantine, Nov. 21st, 1852. 
„ 1/1 "Madam, 

K0« lOa " I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the letter you 

" addressed me, dated the 27fch of October last, but which I only received to- 
" day, as you may assure yourself by the post-mark of Constantine, stamped on 
" the back of the envelope which I send you. 

" I have addressed the certificate to General de Lamarre for which you 
" ask me, and I am ready to add more to complete it, in the event that the 
" information I have given should appear insuflBicient to him, 

" I am, with profound respect. Madam, 

'^ Tour very humble and obdient servant, 
" To the Princess Maria Gonzaga, (Signed) " A. Save. 

" Paris.'' 

ATTESTATION OF CAPTAIN SAVE, 

Of the 2nd Regiment of the Foreign Legion in Africa. 

Army of Africa, Division of Constantine, Staff of the District. 

Constantine, 22nd November, 1852. 

I, Captain of the 2nd Regiment of the Foreign Legion, formerly Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of Artillery in Spain ; graduated Colonel of Infantry ; Com- 
mandant General of Artillery of the three kingdoms, of Arragon, Valencia, 
and Murcia, &c„ &c., &c. 
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Certify to have seen in the service of Don Carlos, when I commanded the 
Artillery of the Principality of Catalonia, a Colonel bearing the name of Prince 
di Gonzaga. This superior officer enjoyed at that time the consideration which 
it is customary to pay to a person of that rank. (Signed) A. Save. 

Seen tor the legalization of the ahove signature, Constantine, the 22nd of November, 1852. 

The Colonel Commandant of the District, 

(L.S) Aethur de Radepond. 



Kingdom of Poland, at the Head Quartera of the Polish Army, 

IlOi 17b Certificate of military service delivered at the request of His Serene High- 

ness Prince Alexander di Gonzaga Mantova, Coimt of Murzynowa-Murzy- 
nowski, Lieutenant-Colonel of the Regiment of Cavalry of Kalisch, Grandee of 
Spain, Chevalier of the Military Cross, Officer of the Legion of Honor, 
Commander of the Order of Saint Stanislaus, possessor of a decoration belong- 
ing to his family, that is to say, the Order of the Redemption : — ^Lieutenant- 
Colonel Prince Alexander Andrea Gonzaga-Mantova, Count of Murzynowa- 
Murzynowski, entered at first the military service of Poland, on the 13th of April, 
1812, in the 9th Regiment of the Legion of the Vistula, in the quality of a 
volunteer without the consent of his parents ; and then he was designated on 
the military roll, as Student at the College of Posnania, imder the name of 
Murzynowsid, in order that his parents might not know that their son had 
engaged in the National Army against their consent. The Ist of May, 1812, 
he was nominated Sub-Officer, and the 15th of December of the same year 
Marshal Ney nominated him Sub-lieutenant. The 13th of May, 1816, he 
received the rank of Lieutenant in the 2nd Chasseurs k Cheval, by the order of 
the Grand Duke Constantino. The 15th of April, 1824, he was nominated 
Captain. 

At the period of the Revolution of Poland in 1830, heP entered the 
Regiment of Cavalry of Kalisch, with the rank of Major, and the 28th of 
June, 1831, the General in Chief of the Polish Army, Skrzynecki, named him 
Lieutenant-Colonel. Lieutenant-Colonel Pirince Alexander di Gonzaga, Count 
of Murzynowski, made the campaign of Russia in 1812, at Borizow, Czesniki, 
Mozaisk, Smolensk, the Beresina, and during the retreat to Wilna. The cam- 
paign of Germany in 1813, at Dantzick, Leipsick, and in many other combats. 
That of France in 1814 at Vitry-le-Francais, Troyes, the field of BeiTy-au-Bao 
to the Village of Corbeny, Soissons, Craonne, Berry-Ebene, Laon, and La Vil- 
lette. That of Poland in 1831 at Wawer, Grochow, Praga, Dembie, "WieUde, 
Iganie, Minsk, Ostrolenka, Siedlce, In Luthuania at Raygrod, Wilna, Plemburg, 
Szawle, Powendynie, and several other places of Luthuania, where he took pari 
in different combats and battles. 

When the body of the Army in which he served deposed their arms in 
Prussia, Prince Gonzaga Murzynowski, arrived at Warsaw, the 28th of July, and 
fought at Rybno. Lieutenant-Colonel Prince Gonzaga was decorated on the 5th 
of September, 1812, at Mozaisk, with the Military Suver Cross. 

In 1813, at the battle of Leipsick, he received the Military Cross of Gold 
from the hands of Prince Poniatowski. After the battle of Leipsick, the Prince 
of Gonzaga Murzynowski exchanged from the 9th regiment of the Infantry of 
tl]0 Legion of the Vistula to the regiment of Lancers, newly organized imder the 
command of General Count Pac, and he fought in this corps with the rank of 
Lieutenant ; he was in it, in 1814, when, at the battle of Vitry-le-Francais he 
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was decorated with the Cr(m of the Legion of Honor ^ at the demand of Marshal 
Ney. The same year he distinguished himself at the battle of Berry-au-bac, in 
presence of the Emperor Napoleon, who, having remarked his bravery, and also 
'that he had made prisoner the Bussian Prince Gbgarin, told him to choose between 
the rank of Captam and the decoration. The Prince Gonzaga answered, " I could 
gain the rank of Captain in time of peace, I beg then of your Majestv to grant 
me the decoration." The Emperor smiled, and decorated him himself with the 
Cross of Officer of the Legion of Honor , and added, " Brave young man, I shall never 
forget you,^^ 

The Prince di Oonzaga has been wounded in the head, in the right arm, and 
on the left side, in Bussia, at the battle of the Beresina ; in the left leg in France^ 
at the battle of Laon, and he had his horse killed under him. In Poland, in 1831, 
he received in the arm a wound from the lance of a Cossack, at the battle of 
Grochow, against the Eussians. At Ostrolenka, his horse was killed under him ; 
at the battle of Wflna, he lost three horses ; at the battle of Kowno, he was 
woimded in the foot. 

According to a certificate worthy of faith, Lieutenant-Colonel Prince Alex- 
ander di Gonzaga-Mantua, Count of Murzynowski, was bom on the 12th of 
November, 1799, at Dresden, Kingdom of Saxony. His father was His Serene 
Highness the Count-Palatin Prince Joseph di Gonzaga-Mantua, Count of Murzy- 
nowski, General of Division in the Polish-French army, and descended from the 
source of Prince John Francis di Gt)nzaga Mantua, elevated to the dignity of 
Prince of the Eoman Empire, and Sovereign Margrave of Mantova, by the 
Emperor Sigismimd, in 1433; and according to the diploma signed by the 
Emperor Sigismund, and by his Chancellor Gaspar Schlick, it is there declared 
that the said titles are hereditary in the familv of Gonzaga, which ever 
since 1328 was Sovereign of Mantua. His motner was Her Highness the 
Princess Euphrosina Madelina Julia Esterhazy. The particular marks of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gonzaga Mantova, are the following : face oval, chin round, 
nose well formed, eyes blue, hair light, figure well proportioned. He professes 
the Roman CathoUc religion. He is unmarried. 

Given at the Head-quarters, Bolimow, the 8th of August, 1831. 

The General in Chief of the Polish Army, 
(L. S.) (Signed) Skezynecki. 

The Minister of War, 

(Signed) General Mukawski. 

Certified conformable to the original. The Chief on the Staff, 

(L. S.) The General of Division, Thomas Lubienski. 

(Signed) The Director General Mrozinski. 

(Signed) Sosenkowski. 

I, the undersigned Translator and Jnry Interpreter, sworn upon oath, for the European languages, 
certify that what preoedes is a faithful translation, and conformable to the original which has been pre- 
sented to me, and which I returned after having signed it, ne variatur. In virtue of which I sign the 
present at Paris, this 25th of November, 1845. 

(L. S, (Signed) Hasenfeld. 

Seen for the legalization of the signature of Mr. Hasenfeld, thus qualified as above, by us the Judge 
for the President of the Tribunal of first Instance of the Seine. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Perignon. • 

Seen for the legalization of the signature of Mr. Perignon, Judge at the Civil Tribunal of Paris. — 
Paris, the 26th of November, 1845. — By Delegation : The Chief of the Bureau at the Minister's of Justice. 

« (L.S.) (Signed^ Landt, 
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Diploma of the Heraldic College of France. Livrb d'ob. 
Inscription No. 130, 

NOfc 18> ^^ *^® proposition of the Heraldic Chamber, the Superior Council decree the 

inscription, in the golden book of the Archaeological and Heraldic College of France, 
of flis Highness Prince Alexander di Gonzaga de Mantua, Prince of the Roman 
Empire, Prince of Castiglione (delle Stiviere) Duke of Solferino, Marquis of Medole, 
Grand Master of the Order of the Redemption, &c., &c., to the title of first President 
of honor. Done and delivered at Paris the 2ud of March, 1842. 

For the President of the Superior Council, the Vice President in office. 

(Signed) Jules de Chabrilon, 

The Counsellor Treasurer, (L.S.) 

(Signed) The Baron De Delley D^Avaizb, 

(L. S.) The Counsellor Secretary General ; 

Keeper of the Records and Founder. 
(Signed) C. De. Magny. 

The Counsellor Chancellor, (L. S.) 

(Signed) The Count De Charpin Fougeroles, 

(L.S.) 



Diploma eleciing H. S. H. Prince Alexander di Gonzaga, 

Duke of Mantua, 

Lieutenant Grand Master ChieJ-Supremef Protector of the Orders of The Four 
EmperorSf and the Lion of Molstein Limbourg Luxembourg ^ 
Dated 4th of December, 1843, 

"We, the great Dignitaries, Members, Commanders, and Knights of the French 

Wa 1 A ^^^S^^> united in special Assembly in the Hall of Conference (the Principal Seal 

** • • being vacant), with the Knights ana other Dignitaries convoked with care, under the 

Presidence of His Excellency the Chancellor, invested with the necessary powers to 

him granted by the Supreme Commission of the Council of Austria, to the eflfect to 

proceed to the election of a new Grand Master of the Order. 

In presence of whom, and with whom. His Excellency the Chancellor has pro- 
posed five candidates, equally illustrious by their birth and piety, chosen amongst 
the Princes and Sovereign Dukes of the Germanic Confederation, of Italy, and the 
other Empires of Europe, amongst which number is enumerated His Serene High^ 
ness Alexander L Prince di Gonzaga, of the Roman Empire^ Duke of Mantua, 
issued from the Boman Emperors and Kings of Jerusalem. 

Having afterwards proceeded to the secret ballot, according to ancient custom 
and the tenure of the most recent statutes. His Serene Highness Prince di Gonzaga, 
Duke of Mantua, has been elected. In consequence, the said Prince di Gonzaga, as 
it had been also approved by the minutes of the suffrages, has been proclaimed 
Lieutenant Grand Master Primicier Supreme, Protector of the Order of The Four 
Emperors and the Lion of Molstein Lumboury Lu^cembourg. 
By solemn Act, 
In virtue and testimony of which, the present letters having force and autho- 
rity, as patent letters of the Lieutenant Grand Master, signed and invested with the 
great seals of the above-mentioned orders, to serve and be of value to this very High 
rince. Supreme Protector as by right, reason, and custom, and to use the said 
diploma according to the extent of the statutes, have been delivered in general 
assembly at Paris, this day, the 4th of December, of the year of our Lord 1843. 

(Signed) The Vice-President: — ^Prince Marquis de Bethune; 
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(Signed) The Chaneelhr : — MAiauis de Lamothc-L.\xgon ; 

(Signed) De Baoxtr Loexian ; 

(Signed) The Keeper of the Seal^ : — CoarrE de Franxe ; 

(Signed) The Quenforn : — Count Maximiuen de BtTHrNE ; 

(Signed) De St. Anthoine, Commander of the Orders ; 

(Signed) The Adrocafe-General : — Barox de Xottret de Saint Lys, 

Ghnmd Cross of several Orders, &c. &c. ; 

(Signed) The Commander De GEXsorL-MorcHY, Enight of several 

Orders^ late Officer in a regiment of Champagne ; 

(Signed) Flepeoq de Laclottre ; 

(Signed) The Grand Almoner : — De Qcelem de la Villeglee ; 

(Signed) The Counsellor Instructor : — Count Amaurt de Bbthune; 

(Signed) Pinbl de Golleville ; 

(Signed) The Seeretary-General i — 6. Bourbon LEBLANa 

The following are the names of the Dignitaries and Knights who, from absence 
or impediment, have sent their power of attorney, or given their adhesence : — 

Their Serene Highnesses the Prince Camille and Benjamin de Bohan Boche- 
fort ; — the Count de Bourbon Basset, due d^Esdiniac ; — Count d*£spagne ; — Count 
d'Erlac; — Yiscount Arehambaud de Lamothe-Langon ; — Harquis de Lubrias; — 
Marquis De Verdalle ; — Duke de Melfort ; — Count GuiUaume de Byland ; — 
Marquis and Count de Yaulcere ; — Marquis de Laroche-Lambert ; — Count de 
Begue deBorassol; — ^Viscount de Dacfort; — Count de Fenelon; — Baron de Emile 
de Saint-Lys ; — Marquis de Paymelgueil ; — Marquis de Preaulx ; — Count de Roque- 
mirel-Faurignau ; — Marquis de Saint Felix-Maurimont ; — Count de Bourbon- 
Leblanc ; — Count de Castillon ; — ^Marquis de Puybuse ;— Count de Vergen ; — 
Chevalier Henri de Bufiat. 

The Chancellor, 
(L. S.) (Signed) Marquis de La Mothe Langon. 

(To tbis diploma is joined bj a ribbon, yeUow, red, and bine, in a tin box , a seal of rtd, wax, bearing^ 
the date 1308, and the words, ^ Gnmd Seal rfthe Chapteral Order rf ike Four Emperors rf Germ. Fremeh 
tamgme.") Certified conformable to the originaL Paris, the 24th of Norember, 1845. 

(L. S.) Ch. Hasenfell^ sworn Interpreter. 

See for the legalization of the signature of Mr. Hasenfeld, thus qualified as above by ns, the Judge 
for the President oi the Tribunal of first Instance of the Seine — Paris, the 25th of November, 1845. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Ch. Themier. 

See for the legaHxation of the signature of Mr. ThemitfT, Judge at the Ciril Tribunal of Paris. — 
Paris, the 26th of November, 1845.— By Delegation. The Chief of the Bureau at the Minister* s of Justice. 

(L. S.) (Signed) Landy. 



ACADEMY 

Of the Arts and Trades, Industry, Sciences, and Literature of Paris^ re-instituted by 

A. P. C. le Boi, Civil Engineer, the 31st August, 1850, and authorized by the 

Chvemment the 31st October, 1850 and 1851. 

diploma of a member. 

XlOaxSI^* The Aeadeiny of Arts and Trades, instituted for the support, encouragement, 

and propagation of discoveries, invention, and perfection of general utility^ has, in 
the sitting of the 12th of May, 1852, proclaimed His Serene Highness, General 
Prince Alexander di Gronzaga-Montova-Castiglione, Count of Murzynowski, &c , 
Honorary President of the Academy (class of literature) ; Committee of the Section 
of Literature. — Delivered at Paris, the 14th May, 1852. 

The President of the Academy, 
(L. S.) (Signed) Charriau, 

Officer of the Legion of Honor, 
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The Director of the Academy, The Secretary General Perpetual Archivist, 

(Signed) A. P. C. Leroi. (Signed) A. P. C. Lekot. 

(L. S.) The President of the Class of Literature, 

The Private Secretary, (Signed) Populus. 

(Signed) Lanstedt. (L. S,) The Vice-President, 

The Treasurer, (Signed) PopulIts, 

(Signed) Coesnon. P. The Secretary of the Class, 

(Signed) Adret Mole. 

Proposition to accept the Title of General in Chief of the Canto w 

TiciNo, IN Switzerland. 
Very excellent Prince, 
No 20 '^® kindness with which your Excellency has welcomed me, and sympa- 

' thized in our political misfortunes, and those of our Friends and Protectors, 
Members of the late Government; the knowledge I have of your sovereign 
aversion to disorder, radicalism, and the implacable enemies of holy religion and 
thrones; the aflFection you entertain towards the men of most elevated minJ, 
and of the highest integrity, amongst whom may be counted, first, in the Canton of 
Ticino — Molo, Riva, Lotti, Kusca, G. Antonio, the Vicar Calgari, Nessi, the Canon 
Fumagalli, &c., &c., &c., all very honorable members of the Council of State, or of 
the Sovereign Corps; — all this united to the military courage, which has dis- 
tinguished your Excellency in so high a degree in all Europe, and for the glory of 
God, of whom you are the warmest servant, gives me the encouragement to beg 
you would honor by your acceptance (when the proposition is presented to you in 
the name of the people, and members of the ancient Government), the functions of 
General in Chief of the armed force of this Canton, and by your sagacity, and 
courage, to re-establish peace, and restore things to order, and their ancient system; 
being well assured that the Powers nearest to the boundaries of our State, and all 
those of Europe, would with satisfaction see those men dispersed who subvert 
order, and despise God and his religion. 

Very excellent Prince, my person although wearied in a thousand ways by the 
actual Government, is what imports me least. The good of the Ticinese, the glory 
of God, and the Clergy, the splendor of commerce, the peace and elevation of 
those personages most dear to me, Calgari, Molo, Riva, Lotti, Fumagalli, Nessi, 
Rusca, Monti, &c., &c., are the points which occupy me unceasingly, and which 
induce me to entreat your Excellency to accept, under the above conditions, the 
offer which I submit to you, in charging yourself with the enterprise, disposing, 
directing, and efiecting all that may be most advantageous. 

I anticipate from the kindness of your Excellency a favourable answer, in order 
that I may with prudence make it known to those whom it is necessary to inform. 
I indulge the flattering hope that by means of your eflScacious co-operation, the 
state of things will soon be changed for the general welfare. 

I have the honor to offer you the expression of my particular esteem, and the 
deep consideration with which I am, respectfully Excellency, 

Your very humble, very obedient and very affectionate Servant and Friend, 

(Signed) Professor Antonio Chiapello 
Brunenn, the 11th of April, 1840. 

To His Excellency the Prince Don Alexander di Gonzaga, 
General of Cavalry, Knight Grand Cross of St. Ferdinand, &c., &c., &c., ; 

At Switto. 



Kingdom of Poland at the Head Quarters at Warsaw. 
ITq 01 Commission op the War Department, 

In virtue of a Supreme Order, dated the H of December, 1819, by Hi» 
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M^jesty^ Alexander I, Emperor of all the Russiaa, King of Poland, &;c,^ &€., &c., 
and at the request of Her Serene Highness the Princess Eufrosine Madeleine 
Juliana di (jonzaga Mantova^ Castiglione, &c., &€., &c.^ born Princess Esterhazy, 
widow of his late Serene Highness General Count Palatine Prince Joseph Louis di 
Gonzaga Mantova, Prince di Castiglione and Solferino, Count of Murzynowa- 
Murzynowski, and Prince of the Holy Roman Empire of the blood of the 
Emperor Charlemagne^ and after having convinced ourselves by the authentic 
proofs which are to be founds partly in this commission of the War Department ; 
we have delivered the following extracts copied from their originals in latin as 
follows : — " Extractum e registro sacelli Catholicce sum Mqjestatis Londini, 

I. ''Anno 1760, die 12 mensis Aprilis, nullo detecto impedimento, ego P. Schaw, 
missionarias apostolicus apud sacellum legationis Catholics) suae Majestatis Lon- 
dini, etc. In sacello publico dictse legationis in matrimonio conjuncti fuerunt 
Seren. Princeps Philippus-Ludovicus de Gonxaga Mantua, Princeps de Castiglione 
(delle Stiviere) et Solferino, Romani Imperii Princeps, &c. (filius Seren. Principis 
Francisci de Gonzaga-Mantua-Castiglione, Ducis de Solferino, Rom. Imperii 

'* Principis, et Seren. PrincipisssQ Julianas Clitterias de Carmine Caracciolo, Prin- 
cipisssB de Sancto-Bnono) et Mariana Principissae de MedinaCoeli de la Cerda. 

'' Prassentibus testibus : Seren. Princeps Aloysius de Gonzaga de Castiglione, 
Domina Julia Cowley, Excell. Dominus d'Abreu, S. M. Cath. Regis Legatus 
'' Londini, Domina Emma de Coskoguera. Excell. Dominus Marchio Yinceutius 
'' Sforza, Domina Marchionissa Sforza, Dominus Lodovicus de Malcspina, Domina 
" Elisabeth de Malespina, etc., etc. "P Schaw, ut supra.'' 

*' Concordat cum originali. Datum ex aedibus dicti sacelli, Londini, die 28 
" mensis Aprilis, anno 1760. " P. Schaw.*' 

" Extractum e registro sacelli Catholicce stue Majestatis Lotidini. 

II. "Anno 1761, die 19 mensis Martii. ego P. Schaw, Missionarius apostolicus 
apud sacellum Legationis Catholicae S. M. Londini, etc. In saccllo publico, 
dictaD legationis baptizatus fuit Joseph Lodovicus, filius Seren. Principis Philippi 
Lodovici et Mariae di Gonzaga-Mautua, Principis de Castiglione ct Solferino, 
Romani Imperii Principis, etc. Ex legitimo natus matrimonio. Patriui fuerunt : 
Dominus Comes de Fuentes S. M. CatholicaB Regis Legatus Londini, et Domina 
Marchionissa Maiia Sforza, Excell. Dominus Marchio Vincentius Sforza. et Do- 

" mina Elisabeth de Malatesta, etc. *'P. Schaw, ut supra." 

'^ Concordat cum originali. Datum ex aedibus dicti sacelli Londini, die 12 
mensis Aprilis, anno 1761. "P. Schaw." 

III. "Anno 1802, Die 22 mensis Februarii, EgoConstantius Macho wicz,Capellan. 
SerenissimiCelsitudin. Principis Josephi-Ludovici de Gonzaga-Mantua-Castiglione, 
etc. Baptizatus fuit in Sacello publico in Wola Reg, Polonia, Sercniss. Celsitudin. 
Princeps Alexander-Andreas de Gonzaga-Mantua, Princeps di Castiglione et 
Solferino, Comes de Murzynowski, Romani Imperii Princeps, natus Drcsdro in 

" Saxoniae regno. Die 12 mensis Novemhris Anno 1799; — Filius Screniss. Cclsitud. 
Principis Josephi-Ludovici de Gonzaga-Mantua, Principis di Castiglione (delle 
Stiviere) et Solferino, Comitis de Murzynow Murzynowski, Romani Imperii 
Principis etc., etc., et ex Serenissima Celsitudine Euphrosyma-Magdalenft-Juliana, 
nat^ Principissa Esterhazy. — Ex Legitimo natus Matrimonio, 

Patrini fuerunt: Sereniss. Princeps Joannes Lubomirski et Serenissima 
Principissa Anastazya Lubomirski; Excellentissimus Dnus Comes Vincent 
*' Potocki et Serenissima Principissa Anna Oginska, etc., etc. 

" Concordat cum Originali, Datum in Wola, die 23 mensis Februarii, Anno 1802. 

" C. Machowicz, ut SuprA.'^ 
His Serene Highness Prince Joseph Louis di Gonzaga Mautova Castiglione 
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entered the Bassian Army in 1786, with the rank of Colonel; in that same yeal^ 
on the 13th of October, he married the Princess Helen Maria Constantia Suzoff, 
Countess of Murzynowa Murzynowski, deceased in 1789; the Prince Joseph 
Louis added to his other titles that of Count Murzynowa Murzynowski, and he 
married secondly, the 1st of June, 1791, Her Serene Highness the Princess Eufrosyne 
Madeleine Juliana Esterhazy. In the year 1792, H.S.H. Prince Joseph Louis di 
Gonzaga Mantova, Prince di Castiglione and Solferino, Count of Murzynowa 
Murzynowski, and Prince of the Holy Eoman Empire, entered the Polish Army at 
Warsaw, as General of Brigade, under the command of the General in Chief 
Thaddeus Kosciusko; in 1812, he was named by Napoleon the Emperor of the 
French, General of Division, and Count Palatine^ 

H.S.H. Prince Joseph Louis di Gonzaga Mantova, Castiglione, &c., &c., died 
at Wilna, the 10th of June, 1818. His body was transported by order of His 
Imperial Highness the Grand Duke Constantine, and inhumed, at Wola, near 
Warsaw, with a military escort during the funeral, commanded by the General of 
Brigade, Przebendowski, commandant of the first Brigade of Chasseurs k Cheval, 
and by Mr Yankowski, Colonel of the first regiment of Chasseurs k Cheval. 

The late Prince Count Palatine Joseph Louis, left by his second wife Princess 
Eufrosyne Madeleine Juliana di Gonzaga Mantova Castiglione, two sons living ; the 
third, Prince Maximilian, born at Wilna the 15th of April, 1794 (who was Lieu- 
tenant Colonel), perished in 1813, at the battle of Leipsic, being unmarried. 

The first of the two surviving sons, of the above mentioned late Prince 
Palatine, is Prince Louis Matthew di Gonzaga Mantova, Prince di Castiglione and 
of the Holy Roman Empire ; he is in virtue of the right of succession. Grandee of 
Spain of the 1st Class; he was bom in Spain the 26th of July, 1792. He was a 
Colonel in the Spanish Army, he is not married.* 

The other surviving son of the late Prince Palatine above mentioned, is 
H.S.H. Prince Alexander Andrew di Gonzaga Mantova Castiglione, Duke of 
Solferino, and Prince of the Holy Roman Empire, Count of Murzynowa Murzy- 
nowski, Knight of the Grand Order of the Redemption of his princely house ; he 
was born at Dresden, Kingdom of Saxony, the 12th of November, 1799. 

The above mentioned Prince Alexander Andrew di Gonzaga Mantova, Count 
of Murzynowski, entered the military service, in the Polish Army, the 13th of 
April, 1812, as a volunteer; he is actually Lieutenant on the Staflf of the Commander- 
in-Chief, His Imperial Highness the Grand Duke Constantine. 

This is the description of Prince Alexander Andrew di Gonzaga Mantova, 
Murzynowski, Prince of Castiglione and of the Holy Roman Empire, &c., &c., &c. 
Face oval, chin round, nose well-proportioned, eyes blue, light hair, light moustachios, 
height rather tall. Catholic religion, state unmarried* 

The above certificate is delivered from divers authentic proofs, and by the 
commission of the War Department, from conviction, and this we attest by affixing 
our signature and official seal. 

Given and delivered at the Head-quarters, at Warsaw, in Council, by the Com- 
mission for the War Department, the j^th June, 1820. 

The Minister of War, 
(L.S.) (Signed) Count Hauke. 

(Signed) Turski. 

T the undersigned Advoeate, Translator, and Interpreter, sworn at the Court of Appeal at Paris 
(admitted by the said Court by oaUi in this quality the 26th of August, 1836), ceztify the present trans- 



* Since then he died unmarried, ou the 28th of April, 1828. 
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lation faithful and entirely conformable to the original in the Polish language, and latin, which haa been 
presented to me, and which I return after having signed it, and sealed— ^e variaiur, — Paris, the 16th of 
Auioist, 1852. 

(L.S.) (Signed) Euoenb Henrion. 

En-registered at Paris 2^ bureau, the 17th of August, 1852. fo 73. w. c. 6 and 7, received 8 francs, 
and 80 centimes for the translation of the three acts, and besides received 2 francs and 20 centimes for 
the certificates. 

(L,S,) (Signed) Sonnet. 



REPLY, BY ORDER OF KING LOUIS PHILIPPE, TO THE PRINCE 

DI GONZAGA MANTOVA'S 

liOa 22s Reclamation for the Sword delivered up by him on his entry into France as Prisoner 

of War from Spain. 
Royal Homehold of the King. 

No. 1399. The Chief of the Secretariate has the honor to inform the Prince of 
Gonzaga, that the demand, he has addressed to the King of the French, has been 
transmitted to the Minister of the Interior, as an object which belongs to his attri- 
butions. — Carrousel, 12th of March, 1840. 

To the Prince Alexander di Gonzaga, Spanish Refugee, 

At Brunnen, 



LETTER OF PRINCE DI GONZAGA ADDRESSED TO 

MONSIEUR GUIZOT, 

No. 23a Ministre des Affaires Etrangkres de S, M. le Roi des Frangais d Paris. 

Monsieur, — Bien que la politique actuelle dc votre Cabinet exige certaines 
concessions envers PAutriche, et que Facquiescement de cette puissance dans les 
projets de la France sur la question espagnole tendrait peut-Stre ulterieurement d 
P^tablissement de la dynastic d^Orleans en Espagne ; malgr^ ces considerations, et 
d^autres non moins ^videntes, je ne pense pas que vous vouliez reudre votre gou- 
vernement responsable d^un vol audacieux commis (apres mon s^jour de huit ans 
en France) dans ma maison No. 78, rue St.-Dominique, faubourg St.-Germain si 
Paris, le 27 novcmbre 1845, par la police frauQaise k l^instigation de certains agents, 
dans le but d'enlever mon passeport, et tons les papiers et documents priv^s dans ma 
possession, concemant ma filiation et les droits de ma famille, ainsi que les livres 
imprimis, gravures, decorations, sceau du secretariat, et enfin tout objet sur lequel 
se trouvait le nom de Gonzaga. 

Quoique par un hasard providentiel mes papiers originaux les plus importants 
ne se trouvaient pas parmi le butin enlev^, je declare que je ne permettrai pas 
qu^aucune atteinte soit port^e £l mes int^r^ts, et aux principes que j'ai annonc^s 
publiquement dans ma protestation du 26 avril 18^3, adres^e d tons les souverains 
de FEurope. 

J'exige la restitution de tons les objets indiqu^s, dans Fint^r^t mfeme de votre 
gouvernement ; car il est Evident que I'intrigant employ^ si diriger ce guet-apens a 
du attacher un bien grand prix £l la possession de ces documents, pour s'avilir jusqu'd 
Femploi des tristes et indignes moyens d^une police subalterne, et bien peu de con- 
sideration pour la dignite de la nation frangaise, en foulant aux pieds les lois de son 
pays, et les droits sacr^s de Fhospitalite envers un Stranger et un prince exile ! ! 

Ce n^est pas ainsi. Monsieur, que vos princes francais exiles ont ete accueillis 
dans les pays civilises de FEurope, lorsque prives de leurs possessions, ils ont cherche 
un abri k Tetranger, et pour moi meme j^avais tout lieu de croire par les temoignages 
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que j'avais regus du roi et da due d'OrMaas, et d'autres assurances de la part d^un 
ami de la cour^ dont je parlerai plus tard^ que la sympathie du gouvernement fran- 
cais m'etait acquise. 

Je demanderai done par quel droit la police frangaise dite de s^curit^, attente 
d la propri^t^ privee ? De quel droit viole-t-elle mon domicile en s^y introduisant 
sans ma permission ? De quel droit viole-t-elle la Charte constitutionnelle par un 
attentat horrible contre la propri^t^ ? De quel droit enfin outrage-t-elle Fhonneur 
du peuple frangais ? Quelle est I'autorit^ constitute en France pour comprimer de 
pareils brigandages et r^parer ces torts ? 

Monsieur le ministre de Fint^rieur sL Paris, sL qui une plainte fut adress^e 
imm^diatement apres la tentative honteuse en question, d^clara son ignorance com- 
plete de Faffaire ! A la prefecture de police mfime, Narbon de Vaux, d^abord tres 
intempestif, avoua qu'un agent du gouvernement autrichien ^tait la cause de cette 
d-marche, et exprima ses regrets d^une pareille violation des droits de citoyen, et de 
I'enlevement d^un passeport, donn^ et renouvel^ par ordre du ministre de I'lnt^rieur, 
depuis tant d'ann^es. II avait offert de retourner imm^diatement le passeport, et 
ajouta que tons les objets me seraient restitu^s £l la fin de la semaine ; lorsque d mon 
indignation extreme, j^apprends, au lieu de Paccomplissement de cette promessc, 
qu'un M. Monval, commissaire de police, avait en sa possession mes papier s, etc. ; 
puis ; " qu'il se vantait d'avoir carte blanche pour des sommes d'argent,'' et une 
mission (je cite ses paroles) de d^mon^tiser le prince de Gonzaga ! H parai trait 
que sa carte blanche ^^tendait loin, car, disappoints de n^avoir que des copies 
ISgalisSes de quelques actes originaux, et un seul document original pen important 
du gouvernement de la Kussie ; ce commissaire s'estpermis de venir avec sept homnies 
d sept heures du matin, le 24 dScembre, lorsqu'il ne faisait pas jour; de forcer la 
chambre st coucher de la princesse mon Spouse, et de fouiller partout dans les 
appartements, k ma recherche, lorsque j'Stait parti depuis 13 jours pour TAngleterre, 
afin de mettre mes papiers originaux k I'abri d'un gouvernement dont les autoritSs 
ue respectent pas les loi ! 

Ainsi, sans que mon nom ait 6t6 mentionnS dans aucune association politique 
ou aucun parti ; sans qu^un seul reproche ait pu etre extorqui des fonctionnaires du 
gouvernement £l Boulogne, Dieppe, Niederbrunn, oA j^ai fixS mes residence pour 
m'occuper exclusivement de la santS de la princesse, sans qu'on puisse rSclamer de 
ma part une obole apr^s ma residence de huit ans en France, un commissaire de la 
police frangaise se trouve investi du r61e de bourreau pour une autre nation ! Ce 
fait est d^autant plus grave formant une chaine d^Svidence qui prouvera, 1°. que 
depuis ma protestation il y a eu cinq tentatives pour obtenir les documents (que 
j'avais oflPerts de presenter devant un congrds de souverains ou un conseil de 
ministres, composS des reprSsentatants des cinq puissances £l Londres), par des 
employees de la police, dont les noms sont connus, qui se sont aventurSs dans 
cette entreprise ignoble; et 2°. que je n^avais aucune intention de revenir de 
Londres pour me fixer en France, en 1844, si mon conseiller, le comte Fernig, 
gSnSral au service du roi des Frangais, ne m^avait pas invitS tres expressSment 4 
lui donner rendez-vous si Dieppe, en m^annoncant par lettre que '* m(m avenir Hait 
nssur^^^ par cette d-marche, Le comte Fernig est venu me rendre visite k Bou- 
logne, deux ans passes, ofirant de se mettre k ma disposition avec un dSvouement 
entier ; voulant que tout ce qui regardait mes affaires pass^t par son intermSdiaire. 
II m^assura que le roi et le gouvernement frangais s^intSressaient k ma cause comme 
s^alliant parfaitement aux intSrets de la France ! qu^il ne contrariraient en rien les 
vues du gouvernement frangais, que j'accorda mon ordre de la BSdemption 
aux Frangais! En definitive, et pour abrSger ces details, depuis pr^s de deux ans 
pas un seul pas n^a StS fait autrement que de concert avec lui, dans FidSe d'etre soutenu 
par le roi des Frangais et son gouvernment ! 
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Je me suis done rendu & Paris^ an mois de novembre de Pannt^e passoc^ snr 
Passarance de ce O^n^nd comte Fernig^ que le roi, la reine, la duchessc d'Orleans, 
et les autres princes et princesses de la cour^ seraient enchantes de faire notre 
connaissance. 

J'ai d^clar^y et je r^p^te que loin de reculer devant des explications^ je m'cmprcs- 
serai de donner celles qui sont conformes & ma dignite ; mais la |>olice franc^aise, qui 
agit toujours d'une mani^re occulte et t^n^breuse, n'osant nier ma peraonne ou fnen 
droi ouvertement, s'occupe ind^fatigablcment & r^pandre partout par ses emissaircs 
des doutes et des calomnies^ depuis la mort de ma mere la princesse de Oonzaga, nee 
princesse Esterhazy^ en 1836^ et la mort de ma tante la princesse Laura de Gonzaga, 
en 1844 & Venice, soeur de nion pdre. 

J^ai toujours m^pris^ ces mensonges, comptant sur ma vie priv^e et publique, 
presqu' exclusivement militaire, pour les d^mentir avec succes ; mais il est temps 
que le v^rit^ se fasse jour, et que les faits historiques denatures, partout oik son 
pouvoir pent s'exercer sur la presse, soient present^s dans leur r^alite ! 

Je suis, par la gr&ce de Dieu, prince de Gonzaga Mantoue Castiglione, heriticr 
des dues de Mantoue et Guastalla; descendant en dirccte ligne de Charlemagne, et 
d'une longue succession de souverains qui ont regn^ k Mantoue depuis le 13 novembre 
962, lorsqoe le prince Gualtieri de Gonzaga, prince royal cPItalie et comte dc Turin 
(tils de Hugo IL roi d^Italie et d'Elizabeth de Gonzaga, princesse de Lomhardie) fut 
cr^e par I'Empereur Othon L, Vicaire Imperial d^ Italic et premier Margrave de 
Mantoue. {See Diploma No, 45.) Son descendant le prince Louis I. dc Gonzaga 
fut ^lu de nouveau en 1328 mir la roix du peuple, souverain de Mantoue, comme 
votre souverain actuel, en 1830, Roi des Frangais ! Ma patrie c^est PItalic. Par 
le manage de mon grandpSre S. A. S. le prince Philippe-Louis dc Gonzaga en 
Angleterre, avec la princesse de Medina Coeli, en 1 760, et la naissanee de mon pere 
S. A. S. le prince Joseph Louis de Gonzaga en 1761, j'ai des privileges comme 
Anglais, suivant les loi d^ Angleterre en pareil cas. Par le mariage de mon pere en 
premieres noces avec la princesse Suzoff, comtesse de Murzynowski, le titre de 
Murzynowski fut ajout^ aux titres de notre famille. 

I)e son 2e mariage, en 1791, avec princesse Esterhazy, il eut trois fils, dont Je 
8ut8 le seul siirvivant. 

Moi, prince Alexandre de Gonzaga, je suis n^ d Dresde le 12 novembre 1799. 
J'ai ^t^ baptist & Wola en 1802 par Is d^sir de mon p^re. 

J'ai ^t^ naturalist dans le royaume de Wurtemberg, en 1833, avec la permission 
de S. M. Pempereur de Russie, et sous le titre de Lieut.-Colonel dans le service de 
la Pologne, mais de la Pologne Russe, comme je Pavais fait remarquer £l la prefec- 
ture de police & Paris. 

Malgr^ cette explication, et sachant parfaitement que mon dernier service mili- 
taire ^tait en Espagne jusqu' en 1839, le chef du bureau des Strangers a choisi de 
continuer & m^inscrire sur la liste des r^fugi^s polonais, au lieu des r^fugi^s espag- 
nols.Quoiqu'd la v^rit^ il n^eut aucun droit de m^intituler Pun ou Pautre,puisque j'^tais 
citoyen du royaume de TV urtemberg msqu^d 1842, lorsque j'ai oflPert la demission de 
mes droits, comme sujet, au Roi de Wurtemberg, comme acte preparatoire £l mes pro- 
testations comme h^ritier direct et legitime des droits et de toutes les prerogatives de 
souverainete des anciens Dues Gonzaga de Mantoue, etc. Aussi depuis six ans, 
vivant sur ma fortune priv^e, j'ai voyag^ independamment, et sans molestation, avec 
mon passeport d^livr^ par ordre du ministre de Pinterieur, k Paris, donn^ par M. 
Delessert, pr^fet de police, et certifi^ dans votre bureau des affaires etrang^res ! 

Comment done, Monsieur le ministre, sans savoir jusqu'd quel point vous 
pouviez compromettre votre Roi et ses ministres dans leurs correspon dances avec 
moi depuis 1838; sans ref^rance aux lettres, jusqu'i 1840, me qualifiant r^fugi^ 
espagnol, puisque je suis rentr^ en France, dans cette quality, de PEspagne en 
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1838; comment, dis-je, vous-etes vous aventur^ dans le chemin tortueux de la 
politique k Pint^rieur de la prefecture de police d, Paris, en vous permettant de dire 
& M. de Kisseleff, charg^ d'affaires de la Russie, au moment oti je r^clamais de son 
gouvernement quelques copies de documents, (dont je ne voulais pas d^placer les 
originaux), que je devrais ^tre consider^ comme un r^fugi^ polonais ? Ceux 
qui se sont sends de vous, Monsieur, pour Stre Finterprete de cette fausset^, ont 
menti, et gravement menti I et n'ont pas mSme le pr^texte de Fignorance, car mes 
protestations ont ^t^ assez r^pandues dans les joumaux et dans toutes les cours de 
PEurope ! La police frangaise pr^tend-t-elle ignorer que je suis entr^ en France 
avec d'autres oflSciers espagnols, aprSs avoir servi dans Farm^e de Don Carlos de 
1837 jusqu' en 1839? Ce n'est done pas un motif de chercher k me faire passer 
un r^fugi^ d'aucune nation, ni pour vous. Monsieur, d'accueillir une representation 
qui n'a pas le sens commun. C'est une belle hospitality que j'ai regue des autorit^s 
frangaises, en rentrant de la frontiere espagnole, comme prince et comme officier 
sup^rieur, de me prendre un sabre et deux pistolets qui valaient 30,000 frs, 
Cependant le secretaire du Roi des Francais m'avait ^crit en 1840, en r^ponse d, 
ma reclamation de ces objets, que le ministre de Finterieur etait charge de cette 
affaire; et jusqu'sl present je ne les ai pas regus. 

Je profite de cette occasion pour en reiterer ma demande, et vous exprimer 
mon regret de ne pas avoir d, me louer de Fhospitalite francaise, quoique ma famille 
ait tout perdu pour la France et par la France. 

Si des Frangais oublieux de ce quails se doivent k eux-mSmes, et k leurs com- 
patriotes, s'engagent dans les intrigues d'un autre pays, honte at eux I 

^ Quant k moi, fort dans mon droit, je meprise des calomnies qui ne peuvent 
m'atteindre serieusement. 

Je n'ai heureusement besoin ni pour moi, ni pour la princesse, de la protection 
du gouvernement francais ; car, par une loi passee, le 6 aoCit 1844, dans les chambres 
anglaises (7 et 8 Yict. cap. 66.), les Anglaises mariees avecdes etrangers jouiront de 
tons leurs privileges comme auparavant ; bien certainement nous felicitous ceux qui 
peuvent se passer d'une pareille protection, aprSs un attentat comme celui que je 
viens d'eprouver contre notre propriete privee. 

Yeuillez, pour terminer une affaire aussi desagreable pour votre gouvernement, 
(et dans laquelle jamais la police frangaise n'aurait dft s'engager,) me faire rendre 
tons les objets enleves de ma maison, le 27 novembre 184f5, ainsi que le sabre et les 
pistolets dejat cites. 

Agreez, Monsieur le ministre, Fassurance de ma consideration distinguee, 

PRINCE ALEXAITDRE DE GONZAGA, 
Londres, le 2 avril 1846. Due de Mantoue. 



Certificate op His Excellency the Count op Cirat, President op the 

SoYAL Junta op Arragon, Valence, and Murcia. 

No. 24- ^^^ Bernard de Villarig, formerly Don Pedro d^ Alcantara Catala, and of 

Perillos, Hurtado de Mendoza, Ribot, Montanor, Fallada and Pina, Ceverrio, Carroz, 
Folch de Cardona, Franquiza, Pascual and Yalero ; Count of Cirat, and of Villa- 
franqueza ; proprietor and Lord of Tormos, and of the estate of Bujarrow, of the 
town of Villafranqueza, and of the places called Navajas, Benimeli, Cirat, Pandiel 
and Tormo in the Kingdom of Valencia, and the cities of Martioda and Urialdo in 
the province of Alava, Grandee of Spain, Gentleman of the Chamber of His 
Majesty, Bieutenant-Colonel of Cavalry, President of the Royal and Supreme 
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Janta of the (Jovernment of the Kingdoms of Arrogan of Valence, of Murcia, 
&c., &C.; &c« 

I certify that Don Alexander Count Gonzapi of Murzynowski, descendant of 
the Princes of Gonzaga Mantua, is actually Colonel of the Iteijiment of Ctiraln/ of 
the Lancers of Tortom^ in the ser\'iee of lli» Maj<?j*ty the King our lA)rd Uon 
Carlos V (whom God guard !), and to attest thiii fact at the requtst of the person 
interested, I deliver the present at Mirambcl, the 17th of March, 1838. 

(L.S.) (Signed) Count pe Cirat. 

Don Francisco Marlines, Commissary of War to the Koyal Annicn* AtUrht- at tlie lload Quarters 
of the veipr excellent and Sapreme Junta of the Guvernments uf the KingduiiiH of ArragoUi Vulvncia, 
and Murcia, &c. 

I certify that tlie reiy excellent Lord Count of Cirat, bj whom it may he seen the preccetlinfc 
document is sif^ned, is in fact President of the Royal Supri^me Junta of the (lovcriunfiit, and his 
signature is by his own hand, and is that which he is m the habit of placin;; to ail his acts. And in 
order to certify the same, wherever and in all places where it may be neccHsary, I deliver the preHjut, at 
the request of the person it concerns, at the head quarters of Mirambcl. the 17th of March, IK.'iS. 

(Signed) Francisco Martinez. 

Don Francisco Gonzalez Gaeta, Commissary of the War, 2nd Clau, of the lioyal Armies, &c., &c. 

I certify that the signatures which precede are those of the persons they dehignate, and of which 
they make use in all their writings. And in order that this may be proved wherever it may be required, 
I sign the present, at Morella, the 22nd of March, 1838. 

(Signed) Francisco Gonzalez Gaeta. 

MANIFESTO OF DON CARLOS, 

Addressed to Prince Alexander di Gonzaga, as Colonel of the Ist Regiment 

of Lancers of Tortosa, in Spain. 

(Published in the Bulletins of the Army of Catalonia.) 

U Oil -^^ Carlos V., by the Grace of God, King of Castile, of Leon, of Arragon, 

XIO, ^9% of the Two-Sieilies, &e., &e. Inasmuch as we regret very sensibly the loss of so 
many brave men who have fallen victims to their duty and courage in the battle of 
Segura, the 2nd of January (as we learn from the report of our President of the 
Sapreme Junta of the Kingdoms of Arragon, of Valence, and of Murcia, the 
Count Cirat), we cannot withhold the expression of our joy and satisfaction, on 
seeing with what glory the regiment of Cavalry of the Lancers of Tortosa has 
been covered, in the defence of our legitimate rights, under the most perilous 
circumstances. 

In consequence of this, all the military belonging to this regiment, also those 
of the two battalions of Infantry of Mora, and of Tortosa, and particularly His 
Serene Highness Prince Don Alexander di Gonzaga Mantova, Count of Murzynowski, 
General of Brigade, and Grandee of Spain of the 1st Class, &c., &c., have all a 
right to the honourable and special mention of our high satisfaction. 

Having had particular knowledge that the Lancers of Tortosa have distinguished 
themselves and comported themselves, as well as their worthy Chief, the Prince 
Don Alexander di Gonzaga, on every occasion and in all the events of the war, with 
the same zeal, and the same bravery ; the Prince iilcxander di Gonzaga is authorised 
to make known to his worthy companions in arms, that the valiant regiment of the 
Lancers of Tortosa will find us always ready to give those who belong to it proofs 
of our kindness and affection. 

Given at head-quarters of Estella, the 12th of Januarv, 1839. 

(Signed) J, THE KING. 

By order of H. M. the King Don Carlos V. 
Bruno di Villarkal. 



Act of Conditional Baptism at Turin. 
«0a 26a 1, the undersigned^ attest to render homage to the truth, that the very Excellent 



42 

Count His Highness Alexander Louis Stanislaus* Gonzaga Murzync^vski, born at 
Dresden, Kingdom of Saxony, the 12th of November, 1799, son of His Serene High- 
ness the Count Palatine Joseph Gonzaga Murzynowski, General of His Majesty the 
King of Poland, &c., &c., descendant of the ancient Princes of Oonzaga-Mantua, of 
the Calvinistic religion, and of Her Serene Highness Eufrosyiie Madaleine Julia 
Princess Ezterhazy, has abjured the errors of his sect, the 28th of June, 1837, in 
the Interior Chapel of the Congregation of the Blessed Virgin, at the College of Turin 
of the Society of Jesus, under the invocation of the Holy Martyrs, and he has 
been received into the bosom of the Mother Church by authorization of the Illus- 
trious and very Reverend Alloys Fransoni, Archbishop of Turin, by the Reverend 
Father Joseph Surin, of the Society of Jesus, in presence of the witnesses, the 
Fathers Alexander Saprynowski and Maximilian Pielkerzamb, of the same society. 
He was held on the saci'cd fotmts (under condition) by His Excellency Mr. Vincent 
Ramirez, Ambassador of the King of the Two Sicilies, at the Court of His Majesty 
Charles Albert, King of Sardinia. In virtue of which, &c., &c. 
Turin, 29th of June, 1837, 

(L.S.) (Signed) Charles Grossi (of the Society of Jesus,) 

Rector of the College of the Holy Martyrs. 

We, Alloys Marquis Fransoni, Chancellor of the Supreme Order of the Holy Aunuiiciation; by 
the Grace of God, and of the Holy Apostolic See, Archbishop of Turin, do make known and attest to al-l« 
that the attestation delivered elsewhere, and signed by the Reverend Father Charles Grossi, Priest of tlie 
Society of Jesus, is authentic and uorthy of faith. — In virtue of which, &c., &c. Given at the Archie-* 
piscupal Palace at Turin, the Ist of July, 1837. 

(LJ&.) (Signed) Philip Ravina, Vicar General. 

(Signed) Th. Ange Gandi, Secretary. 

173. Th(^ undersigned Legate of the Holy Apostolic See at the Court of the King of Sardinia, cer-' 
tifies to the authenticity of the signature above of His Reverence Philip Ravina, Vicar General of the 
diocess of Turin, and declares it ta be wxNrthy of faith. — In virtue of which, Slc^, &c. Turin, the 3rd of 
July, 1857. 

(L.S.) (Signed) A* Canon Campodonico. 

I, the undersigned Translator, and Jury Interpreter, sworn upon oath for the foreign languages, 
certify that what precedes is a faithful translation, and conformable to the original which has been pre- 
sented to me, and which I returned after having signed it ne variatur. In virtue of which I sign the pre- 
sent at Paris, the 26th of Npvember, 1845. 

(L.S.) (Signed) Charles Hasenfeld. 

Seen for the legalization of the signature of Mr. Chs. Hasenfeld, by us the Judge. The Presideift 
of the Tribunal of 1st Instance of the Seine being prevented. — Paris, the 26th of Novembeir, 184<5. 

(L.S.) (Signed) Puissant. 

Seen for the legalization of the signature oi Mr. Puissant, Judge of the Civil Tribunal of Paris. — 
Paris, 27th of November, 1845. By delegation. The Chief of the Bureau at the Minister's of Justice^ 

(L.S.) (Signed) Lanby, 

Letter from Colonel Merry^ Private Secretary to His Eoyal 

Highness the Comte be Montemolin. 
To the Prince di Gonzaga Mantova, accompanied with a portrait of his august Prince* 

IlOa 27 Colonel Merry has the honor to present his respects to His Highness the Prince 

Alexander di Gonizaga, and sends him the portrait of His Majesty ^ of which the King 
his august master makes him present. 

London, 23, Mortimer Street, April 29th, 1847. 

PERMISSION GRAJfTED TO CONTRACT MARRIAGE, 

Given at the request of His Serene Highness Count Alexander Andrew di Gonzaga 

Murzynowski, at Stutgard, in the Kingdom of Wurtemberg, in 1838. 

fi[0« 2oa We, the undersigned, attest at the demand of His Highness the Count Alex- 

ander Andrew Gonzaga Murzynowski, fee, &c., who was born at Dresden, in Saxony, 

I — . — . — - ■ • - • 

* Tbe names Louis StanUlaus, were added on this occasion. 
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on the 12th day of November^ 1799, according to the extract of baptism which hr 
has presented to us, delivered by the Magistrates of Warsaw, and examined and 
legaUzed at Vienna the 17th of tFannary, 1837^ by the Imperial and Royal Chan- 
cery of His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, and who acqnin*d the Citizemhip oj 
ofir Citpf that there does not exist to our knowledge any impediment which can 
prevent his marrying according to the legal forms. 
Stutgard, the 10th of September, 1838. 

Royal Council for Matrimonial Causes, 

(L. S.) (Signed) The Judge Cr. Brchter. 

(Signed) The Dean (jerock. 

For the legalisation of the iiigoataret of the Royal and Eccleiia<tic i) Communal (?ouncil of Wur- 
temberg, of Matrimomial Caaiei for the City of Stutgard. — Stutgard, the 17th of Septeinber, lt>3ii. 

The Royal Ministry of Justice, 
(L, S.) (Signed) Schwab. 

Seen at Stutgard the 12th of September, 181S. Bj the anthorisation of the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. 

The Director of the Chancery, 
(L. S.) (Signed) Roser. 

Seen at the Legation of France for the legalization of the abore lignature. — Stutgard, the 12th of 
September, 1838. 

The Plenipotentiary Minister of France, 
(L. S.) (Signed) Viscount de Fontenay, 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs certifies the abore to be the authentic signature of the Viscount de 
Fontenaj. — Paris, the Ist December, 1845. 

By authorization of the Minister, 

The Chief of the office of the Chancery, 
(L. S.) (Signed) De Lamarre. 

Seen for the legalisation of the signature affixed here by Mr. de Lamarre, Chief of the office uf the 
Chancery at the Department of Foreign Affairs. — Paris, the 13th of December, 18(5. 

Her Britannic Majesty^s Consul at Paris, 
(L. S.) (Signed) Thomas Pickford. 



EXTRACT FROM THE '^ POCKET ALMANAC OF GOTHA," 

For the year 1838, on the Countal Houses of Germany. — (Dcr Deutschcn 

Graflichen Uauser.) 



ON THE FAMILY OF GONZAOA. 



Ho. 29. 

Catholic Faith — Italy, Poland, and Spain. ■After a notice on the 

origin of this Italian family, the biographical sketch is thus terminated with the 
third, and only surviving son of H. S. H. Prince Joseph Louis di Gonzaga. 

" Count Alexander Andrea Stanislaus di Gonzaga, Count of Murzynowski, 
Lord of Swiedziebno, in Poland, born the 12th of November, 1799, Ex-Lieuteuant 
Colonel and Commandant of a regiment in the Kingdom of Poland ; since the 9th 
of April, 1833, Citizen of the Kingdom of JFurtemberg, and inhabitant of Stutgard. 
In a document addressed to him, dated Warsaw the 22nd October, 1835, forwarded 
by the government of Poland in the name of the Emperor Nicolas, he is addressed 
under the title oi Prince di Gonzaga Mantova, Co mf of Murzynowski, but actually 
he does not choose to style himself otherwise than as Count Gonzaga Murzvnowski, 
The Count is not married, and his residence for the present is at Munic^i." 
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No 30 Decrees of the Sovereign Council of Valais^ 

* ' ON the Order of the Redemption, 

The Chancellery of States of the Valais to Mons. Rey de Vald' lUiers, 

at Saint Eti^nne (France.) 
COUNCIL OF STATE, 

At the request of Mons, Eey de Vald' lUiers, we declare that every Valaisan 
may be received into the Orders of Chivalry legally established, without authorization 
from the goverment. He may, like all foreigners, wear the Insignia. 
Given at the Council of State, Sion, the SOth of December, 1844. 

The President of the Council of State, 
(L. S.) (Signed) Zen Kuffinen, 

The Secretary of State, 
(Signed) Dr. Ganioz, 

At the explicative demand of the French Administration, and to put an end to 
all contestation, 
No. 31, THE COUNCIL OF STATE OF VALAIS declares that the Act of the 
30th of December, 1844, has only been granted to Mr. Rey de Vald^ Illiers, 
because the Order of the Redemption is considered by the Council of State as 
legally established by His Serene Highness the Prince Alexander di Gonzaga, Duke 
of Mantua, and acknowledged that the above-mentioned person has the rig 
to receive and wear it. 

Given at the Council of State at Sion, the 27th of January, 1845. 

The President of the Council of State, 
(L. S.) (Signed) Zen Ruffinen. 

The Secretary of State, 
(Signed) Dr, Ganioz, 



Letter from the President of thce Sovereign Council of the 

Canton Valais; 

To Sis Highness the Prince di Oonzaga, Duke of Mantua, Orand Master of the 

Order of the Redemption. 
JJq 32« Prince, — I have just received the Cross of Commander of the Order of 

the Redemption that your Highness has kindly conferred upon me. Receive 
the expression of my most lively gratitude, and of my ardent desire to merit 
the high favor which your Highness has deigned to show me, I shall be 
always zealous to deserve it. 

Accept Prince the assurance of my most distinguished sentiments. 
Sion in the Valais, the 26th of April, 1845. 

The President of the Council of State, 

(Signed) Ig. Zen Ruffinen. 



Letters from the Members of the Sovereign Council of the 

Cantox Valais; 

To His Highness the Prince di Gonzaga, Duke of Mantua, Orand Master of the 

Order of the Redjmption. 

JJq 33. Prince, — An immortal halo of glory surrounds the ancient and august Sovereign 

House of Gonzaga. The most Serene Prince, who is actually its Chief, has 
allowed its rays to fall upon us, by permitting our names to be inscribed in 
the book of the revered Order of the Redemption, 

As loyal Knights, we shall wear the Insignia, ready to defend them on all 
occasions, as also the Prince who has conferred them upon us. 
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We entreat your Highness to accept this assurance^ also the homage of our 
highest and most respectful consideration. 
Sion, the 30th of July, 1845. 

(Signed) Zermatter, Joseph ; 

Advocate and Councillor of State. 
(Signed) Baron G. Stockalper de la Tour ; 

Councillor of State. 



Letter from his Royal Highness the Beionino Prince of Salm Kyrburo. 

To His Serene Highness the Prince di Gonzaga, Duke ofMantova, 

Grand Master of the Order of the Redemption, 

At Boulogne-Sur-Mer. 

No, 34, Prince, — I have received the Insignia of the Grand Cross of the Order of the 

Redemption, which your Serene Highness has been pleased to send me by Count 
Femig. 

1 beg you to receive the expression of my gratitude, and be persuaded this 
mark of high favor has filled me with joy. I shall seize with the most lively 
empressement every opportunity to assure your Serene Highness, of my devotion 
to your august House. 

For the future I shall be happy to adorn myself with Insignia which will 
show the good relations that exist between your Serene Highness and myself. 

Permit me Prince to add to the assurance of my gratitude the high con- 
sideration with which I am. 

Your Serene Highness' 

Very humble and obedient servant, 
Paris, 4th of March, 1844. Frederick, Prince of Salm Kyrburo. 



To His Highness the Prince di Gonzaoa, Duke op Mantua, 

Grand Master of the Order of the Redemntion. 
No 35 Prince, — I did not reply immediately to your Serene Highness to thank you 

* for the kindness you have conferred on my family, as I was travelling. 

I am requested by my children, and daughter-in-law, to thank you for 
your gifts. We all feel very grateful for the Orders we have received, and 
shall decorate ourselves with them on our arrival at Paris, where we shall be 
able to procure the Cross and Ribbons. 

Allow the Princess di Gonzaga Duchess of Mantua to find here, with our 
thanks for her goodness, the assurance of our profound respect, and our wishes that 
her health may be perfected by the sea baths. 

I am Prince of your Serene Highness' 

The most humble and very obedient servant, 

(Signed) Prince Marquis de Bethune. 

Chateau de la Ville Tertre, the 4th of October, 1844. 

To His Highness Prince Alexander di Gonzaga, Duke of Mantua, 

Grand Master of the Order of the Redemption. 

Turin, 16th December, 1851. 
Hf 36 Prince, — My absence from Turin during several days, and my numerous occu- 

" * pations for the marriage of my cousin, have deprived of the pleasure of writing 
to you sooner, and thanking you for the decorations your Highness has granted my 
Father and myself. I assure you we aie very sensible at this new mark of aflFection 
which you have had the kindness to confer upon us, and be persuaded Prince, that 
our gratitude will be always unbounded. 
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Accept; Prince^ the homage of all my family^ and be so good as to present 
them also to the Princess^ whilst I have the honor to be with the most distinguished 
sentiments of yoor Highness^ 

The most devoted servant and a£fectionate relation^ 

CoitNT Feedebick Callobi. 



To His Highness the Pbince di Gonzaoa^ Duke of Mantua. 

Sion in the Valais^ 25th Aprils 1845. 

M0» Ufa Tour Highness, — With sentiments of deep emotion I accept the honor^ great 
as unexpected, of being admitted to join the ranks of the Knights of the Order of 
the Redemption of the August and Sovereign House of your Highness, and to 
have read, traced by your hand. Prince, the letter which announced this intelligence. 
It is with real pride I shall wear the Insignia; and the thought of the August 
Prince who has thus honored me, will henceforward be the most powerful and 
constant incitement of cmy life, to render me daily more and more worthy of so 
great a favor. 

In allowing myself to present to your Highness the homage of my gratitude, 
I have the honor to lay at your feet the expression of my most respectful sub- 
mission, and my unalterable attachment. 

Dr. Ganioz, 

First Secretary of State. 



To His Serene Highness the Prince Alexander di Gonzaga Mantua, 
^_ _^ &c, &c., &c. 

■ " Prince, — ^I know not how to excuse myself to your Serene Highness for 
having put the slightest delay in thanking you for the high favour granted in 
nominating me Knight of your Order, at the recommendation of H.S.H. the 
Prince of Salm Kyrbourg, whose son I educated, and also of General Femig his 
friend. 

Hoping, Prince, you will continue your high benevolence towards me, I beg 
you will accept the assurance of the lively gratitude and profound respect with 
which I am of your Serene Highness, Prince, 

The very humble and obedient servant, 

L'Abbe F. T, Blondeau. 
Paris, 10th July, 1844, 



Letter from the Members of the Sovereign Council of the Canton of Yalais 
(in Switzerland) on their acceptance of the Insignia of the Order of the Redemption. 

To Sis^ Serene Highness Prince Alexander di Gonzaga, Duke of Mantua, at London. 

no. Oj3. Your Highness, — ^The orders of Chivalry conferred on us by your Highness, 
are tokens so honorable, and such flattering marks of your high favor, that they 
have awakened in us sentiments of the most profound gratitude. 

In expressing them to your Serene Highness, we pray you to accept the assur- 
ance of our highest and most respectful consideration. 
Sion, the 26th of May, 1845 . 

Le Vice President du Conseil d'Etat, 

(Sign^) Fr. i>e Kalbermatten. 
(Sign^) Clemenz, Conseiller d^Etat et President 
du Department des Finances. 
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(Signe) Gross^ Conseiller d^£tat^ et Pl-esident 

du Department de Justice. 
(Signe) PiBRRE, Joseph ds Pbeux, (L.S.) 
Ev^ue de Sion. 

(Sign^) S. P. SalberhatteN; Conseiller d'Etat* 
(Sign^) Dr. Ganioz, S^cr^taire d^Etat. 



26,822. PATENT LETTER OP HIS MAJESTY LOTTIS XIV, 

In favour of the Duke of Mantua, and his Sister Princess Eleanora di Gonzagd, 
actually Empress of Germany, and of the Princes of Gt)nzaga in all the legiti** 
mate branches of their family, ascendants and descendants. 

Louis by the Orace of Ood, King of France, and qflfavarre^ to all present and to 

HIa Ai\ come. Salutation. 

J21Ui ^KV* -^g make known, that having by our decree of the seventh of last November, 
terminated in favor of our very dear and well-beloved cousin Oharles II., Duke of 
Mantua, and of Montferrat, of Nevers, Mayenne, and Bethel, Peer of France, &c., 
the differences which existed between him and our very dear and well-beloved cousin 
the Princesses Louisa Maria di Gonzaga, now Queen of Poland, and Anne Princesd 
Palatine his aunts, on account of the succession of certain possessions situated in 
the kingdom of our late very dear and well-beloved cousin Charles I., Duke of 
Mantua, their grandfather and father, and taking into consideration the letters of 
naturalization accorded by the Itings our predecessors to the Princes of the House 
of Mantua, and their posterity, and the declaration of the late King, of most 
august memory, our very honored lord and father, of the month of July, 1634, 
in favor of our said cousin Charles II., and of our dear and well-belovea cousin 
Eleonora, his sister ; for the same causes contained therein, following the example of 
the said Kings our predecessors, for the welfare of our service, and for other good 
considerations, that, in the event of our dying, desiring to gratify and honorably treat 
our said cousin Charles II. de Gonzaga, Duke of Mantua, our ally and confederate, 
we have taken under our protection his estates* 

We have, by the advice of the Queen Begent, our very honored lady and 
mother, of our own movement, full power, and royal authority, confirmed, and we 
Confirm by the present patents signed by our hand, the said letters of naturalization, 
and of declaration, and anew we acknowledge and declare, our said cousin Charles II., 
Duke of Mantua^ and our said cousin the Princess Eleonora his sister, able and 
capable to have and to hold, to possess and acquire in this our kingdom all the 
possessions moveable and immoveable, and to inherit all the other estates that may 
fall to them deeming them regnicoles, as bein^ issue of a father and grandfather who 
are French, by origin and of our said kingdom, as is abundantly proved ; and by 
our especial grace, for the causes and considerations above mentioned, we have dis* 
pensed, and we dispense by the present our said cousin the Duke of Mantua, and the 
said Princess Eleonora his sister, from residence or habitation in this kingdom : as 
also we have declared them, and declare them, able and capable to order, and dis- 
pose, by will, donation between living persons or otherwise, of all the estates they 
possess actually, and may possess in the future, in our said kingdom, in favor of their 
children, descendants and ascendants, whom in the same manner we have accounted 
acknowledged, and reported as being regnicoles, — all exactly as if they were born, and 
lived actusdly in our said kingdom, having to this effect re-liabilitated and dispensed^ 
we re-liabilitate and dispense, by these presents, as also in favor of all their heirs, 
successors, and relations, or those persons whom it may seem good to them (provided 
they are regnicoles) without its being in the power of any one to trouble them in 
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ihext enjoyment of the said estates^ nor that our officers (in authority) should pretend 
anything of them that belongs to us^ by right of tax^ under the pretext of the statutes 
and ordinances of our kingdom concerning strangers ; and any finance to whatev^f 
Value or estimation it may amount^ we have given and remit, we give and remit, by 
the present, to our said cousin the Duke of Mantua. 

We give this in commandment to our friends and faithful councillors, those 
who hold our Court of Parliament^ and of expenditure at Paris, — Treasurers General 
of France, and to all other officers and magistrates, every one in his right, that our 
present favor and declaration, and all contained in them, they do suffisr, and leave 
to our said cousin the Ddke of Mantua and our said cousin tne Princess Eleonora^ 
their said children, descendants and ascendants, and other their heirs, successors^ 
and relations, having cause to enjoy, and usefully and peaceably, without allowing 
their being put to, or given any trouWe, or impediment to the contrary; for such is our 
pleasure. And in order that it may be a thing firm, and irrevocable for ever, we have 
caused our seal to be put to the said presents, being our right, and another's in all. *> 
Given at Paris the month of January in the year of grace 1646, and of our 
reign the third. 

(L.S ) (Signed) LOUIS. 

By the King, 
His mother being present, the Queen Regent^ 

(Signed) Lominib. 

All the side is Visa, It is sealed with the great seal in green wax, with red and green silk, and on 
the fold is written, registered, — Heard, the Attorney General of the King to enjoy by these diplomas their 
fulfilment, and to continue in their enjoyment according to their form and tenure. — Paris, in Parliament, 
the 2Srd of February, 1646. 

(Signed) Du Villee^ 

Expeditioned and en-registered In the Chamber of Accounts of the King our Sire, at the Register of 
the Charters of this period. Heard, the Attorney General of the said Lord, without approbation of the 
address and verification made of the said letters in his Court of Parliament, to enjoy by the said Duke of 
Mantua, and the said Lady the Princess Eleonora di Gon^ga, his sister, the eifect and contents of them, 
according to their form and tenure, at the charge of the Duke of Mantua, to make the faiih and homage 
he owes, and which it is donsidered he ought to make to His Majesty in right of the said Duchies of 
Kevers, Mayenne, and R^thel, and the sum of six hundred francs, paid by him voluntarily, and which 
has been converted and employed in alms. — The 21 at day of March, 1646. 

(Signed) De Cologne. 

ExtRACT FROM A LeTTER ADDRESSED TO THE PriNCE DI GONZAOA MaNTOYAi 

On the organization of a Cavalry Regiment for the service of His Holiness Pope 
Pius the IX.^ and the Independence of Italy. 

Ul^ A\ Paris, 16th of August, 1848. 

^"* **■ Prince, — The kind benevolence with which your Highness honors me, and 

the just influence you exercise in the Councils of His Holiness, lead me to hope 
that you will lend me your aid towards the acceptance of the proposition which I 
make to place at the service of the Holy Father a Regiment of Cavalry, of which 
the drafts, already prepared by my care, do not oflFer less guarantee than those of 
the Corps I have formed for the King of Sardinia. 

The greater number of the Officers of this regiment are of the ancient Peers 
of France, Lieutenant Generals, or Field Marshals, who have served in Africa. The 
list of these officers present the names of the most distinguished families in 
France, and give the most assured guarantees of their excellent disposition, as also 
of their absolute attachment to the person of Pius IX., whose cause they will be 
happy to serve. 

If your Highness approves my proposition, and consents to serve as mediatoif 
to submit it to His Holiness, I beg you will let me know as early as possible the 
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decision that the Sovereign Pontiff and his Ministers may have taken on the 
subject. 

Accept Prince the renewed assurance of my respectful and unalterable attach- 
ment. (Signed) Lion Comte de Givodan, 

4<2 '^^^ preceding letter having been given to Cardinal Antonelli^ Secretary of 

■ State to His Holiness Pope Pius IX , His Eminence writes thus to the Prince di 

Gonzaga Mantova : 

Tour Serene Highness^ — Not having been able to make any use of the letter 
your Serene Highness left with me some days since^ I hasten to return it^ according 
to the request contained in your very precious letter of to-day. I avail myself with 
pleasure of this opportunity to offer you the sentiments oi my high esteem and 
affection with which I beg you will present my most distinguished compliments to 
your estimable consort. 

I have the honor to be 
Tour Serene Highness^ devoted and humble servant, 

(Signed) G. Card. Antonelli. 

From the Pacca Palace, 
8th of September, 1848. 
To His Serene Highness Prince Alexander di Ganzaga, 

at Rome. 



Letter from His Eminence Cardinal Antonelli, 

Secretary of State of His Holiness Pope Pius IX., 

lOi 43b To His Serene Highness Prince di Gonzaga Mantova, 8fc,, at Bome. 

Tour Serene Highness, — ^The resignation of the Minister for the War Depart- 
ment has prevented my recommending to him the affair regarding what you had 
the kindness to inform me. I return the papers with which you honored me, and 
renewing to you the sentiments of my most heartfelt esteem, I have the pleasure to 
remain. 

Tour Serene Highness' 
From the Palazzo Pacca, Most devoted and faithful servant, 

the 10th of August, 1848. (Signed) G. Cardinal Antonelli. 



Letter from the Count de Wurmbrand, 

Ghrand Master of the Household of His Imperial and Eoyal Highness the Archduke 

Francis Charles, father of the present Emperor, to the Princess di Gonzaga 

To 44 Mantova, in consequence of a letter, which was to announce her presentation 

■ • to the Emperor of Austria, having been intercepted and given to Prince 

Schwartzemberg, who was opposed to any good understanding with the 
Italian Priuces. 

To Her Serene Highness the Princess di Gonzaga Mantova, at Vienna. 

Princess, — I am desired on the part of my August Master His Imperial and 
Soyal Highness the Archduke Francis Charles to mform you, Madam, that the 
affair mentioned in your letter of the 26th of this month, not being in the province 
of His Imperial Highness, he recommends the Princess to address herself on the 
subject to the Minister. 

Accept Madam, the assurance of the high consideration with which I have the 
honor to be, Princess, 

Tour very obedient servant, 
(Signed) Count Wurmbband, 

Vienna, the 27th of January, 1850. Colonel and Ghrand Master. 
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No, 46, DIPLOMA OP THE EMPEROR OTHO 1., 

In favor of Princb Gualtiebi di Gonzaga and his Descendants^ given at 

Viterbo, on the 13th of November, 962. 

(See this Diploma in the Hist Antig. Illust. FamiU£aropae,per Fr. Lambertif — Hjp. Donesmundi Hist. 
Ecclps. Mantuse ; — Codex Italiae Diplomaticus. Tom. I„ p. 1342, Francfort et Leipsick, 1725.) 

In nomine SANCTJE ET INDIVIDUJB TEINITATIS, OtHO, DIVINA PAVENTB CLE- 

MENTIA BOMANOBUM IMFEBATOB SEMPEB AUGUSTUS, 

JusTiTiJE aequitas, Begni auctoritas, circomspecta fides et sincera dilectio 
nos admonent omnium utilitati prospicere, maxime vero consanguineorum 
nostrorum, et eos, propter eorum benemerita, modis omnibus promovere, et adjuvare. 
Quapropter meritis dilecti consanguinei nostri Gualteeii oe Gonzaga annuimus, 
et consideratis sinceram fidem, et grata obsequia quae imperio, et Majestati nostrae 
exibuit, et in posterum exhibiturus sit, locupletare, et decorare ipsum et omnea efm 
successores comtituimm. Et ut prcesenti et futurse posteritati notum sit liberalitate 
augusta, creamus dictum Principem Gualtebium Vicarium Imperialem, etprimum 
Marchionem Mantuce. Quam dignitatem in omnibus ejus primariis successoribus in 
perpetuum concedimus, et statuimus. Donando eis omnia tenimenta, Oastra, 
Jura, Villas, et Districtus, cum omnibus eorum et pertinentiis, et omnibus 
justitiis, et omnibus honoribus tam intra quam extra Imperio attinentibus. Sta- 
tuentes, ac firmiter prsecipientes, ut nulla unquam persona cujusvis status, eminentise, 
conditionis et dignitatis audeat memoratum Gualtebium de Gonzaga et ejus suc- 
cessores et haeredes in hac nostra concessione, creatione et donatione impedire, vel ipsis 
aliquod gravamen irrogare. Quod si quis ausu temerario facere prsesumpserit, 
pro poena in vindictam sui reatus auri pun centum libras, dimidium fisco nostro, et 
reliquum passis injuriam, persolvendas componat. Et ut robor nostrsD concessionis, 
ac donationis perpetuum ac firmum sit, hoc privilegium in hac pagina inscribi, et 
sigillo nostro aureo muniri jussimus. Hujus rei testes sunt : 

GiLBEBTus Monguntinus Abchiepiscopus, Corbadus Fbancobum Rex, 
Ermanus Suevobum Pbincefs, Joannes almse Urbis prsefectus, Guglielmus 
Misnise palatinus, Comes Encherius Yicellus Camennus, et alii quamplures. 

Acta sunt haec anno Dominicse Incarnationis Nongentesimo sexagesimo 
secundo, indictione Quinta, Regnante divo Ottone primo Romanorum Imperatore 
glorioso, regni et imperii sui anno vigesimo sexto. Datum apud Yiterbium, idibus 
Novembris. 

(L.S.) (Signum) D. Othonis M. Earn. Imp. invictus. + 

Concordat cum originali. Romse 21 Junii 1850. 

F. Hyac. De Febbaei, 
(L.S.) 8. 8. Bibliot, Canafanat Prefectm, 

APPENDIX. 

Declabation on the Family of the Mabqihs Gonzaga di Vescovada, 

Prince of the Roman Empire, residing at Milan or in the States of Mantua, and 
on the hereditary rights of H.S.H. Prince Alexander di Gonzaga, Duke of Mantua. 

I, Doctor Emanuel Ganioz, Chancellor, Minister, First Secretary of State, 
and of the Legislative Assembly of the Canton of Valais in Switzerland, late 
First Deputy of the Canton at the Helvetic Federal Diet, and former Tutor of the 
Archdukes of Austria, children of H.I. and R.H. the Archduke Charles of 
Austria, &c., &c. 

DECLARE, from historical researches premms to those of the Austrian 
historiographer. Count Litta, at Milan, and from authentic documents, that the 
family of the Princes Gonzaga di Vescovado, actually residing in Milan or in the 
States of Mantua, in Italy, and who receive from the Austrian government a pension 



51 

of ten thousand florins yearly, are not born Princes of Mantua (as Litta correctly 
observes in the history of the family of the Princes of Gonzaga of Mantua) and that 
no mention is made of them in any of the treaties of Europe ; because that family 
of Vescovado descends from the natural children of Prince John di Gonzaga of 
Mantua, born in 1471, third son of Frederic I. of Gonzaga, Margrave of Mantua, 
and of Margaret of Bavaria, his wife. 

The said Prince John di Gonzaga of Mantua, died on the 23rd of September, 
1525, without issue from Laura Bentivoglio his only wife. (See the Grand Dic- 
tionnaire of Mor^ri, tome IV., page 316, published at Basle, in 1732 ; as also the 
authentic documents on the family of the Princes of Gonzaga of Mantua, which 
are in our country, and a manuscript of the year 1631, of 1200 pages on the 
history of the royal house of the Princes of Gonzaga of Mantua, by Peter 
Favierres, Councillor of the King, Advocate in Parliament, Referendary of the 
Chancery of France, in Paris, and advocate at the Council of H.M. Louis XIII.) 

The Marquisate of Vescovado was bought by the aforesaid Prince John di 
Gonzaga of Mantua, in 1519, for his natural or illegitimate children ; and the 
Emperor Charles V., in 1529, on the 10th of December, confirmed the Marquis 
Sigismund di Yescovado in that possession, as an imperial and feudal investiture. 

At the demand of Duke Vincent I. di Gonzaga of Mantua, the Emperor 
Rodolph II., in 1593, granted the title of Prince of the Homan Empire to the 
Marquis of Vescovado for himself and his descendants.* 

The House of Gonzaga, which was for a long time the Sovereign of Mantua, 
was represented in 1700 by four chief branches, who were Sovereign in their States. 

The firsty was the eldest branch, which was represented by Charles IV. of 
Gt)nzaga, Duke of Mantua and of Montferrat, Prince of Arche and Charleville, &c., 
who died without posterity, on the 5th of July, 1708. 

The second, was the branch of Ghiastalla, which was represented by Vincent I. 
of Gonzaga, Duke of Guastalla, who, after the death of his cousin, Charles IV., 
took the title of Duke of Mantua and of Montferrat, Prince of Arche and Charleville, 
and who died in 1714, leaving, as posterity, two sons ; namely, Anthony Ferdinatid, 
who succeeded his father, and died in 1729, without posterity ; and Joseph Mary, 
who succeeded his elder brother, was the last Sovereign Duke of Guastalla, Sabbio- 
netta, and Bozzolo, and died without posterity, on the 15th of August, 1746. 

The third, was the branch of Sabbionetta and of Bozzolo, &c., proceeding from 
John trands L di Gonzaga, second son of Louis III. di Gonzaga, Margrave Sove- 
reign of Mantua, and of the Princess Barbara of Hohenzollern of Brandenbourg, 
granSaughter of Frederick I., Margrave of Brandenbourg (stock of the Kings of 
Prussia), and of Elizabeth of Bavaria ; and was represented by John Francis II. di 
Gonzaga, who died without posterity, on the 24th of April, 1703. His States were 
inherited by the house of Guastalla ; which became extinct in 1746, 

thQ fourth, was the branch of Castiglione (delle Stiviere) &c., proceeding from 
Prince Rodolph I. di Gonzaga, Prince of Mantua and of the Boman Empire, third 
son of Louis III., Margrave Sovereign of Mantua, and of the Princess Barbara of 
Hohenzollern of Brandenbourg, &c., and was represented by Ferdinand III. di 
Gonzaga, Sovereign Prince of Castiglione, Duke of Solferino, Marquis of Medole 
and Prince of the Roman Empire, who died at Venice, on the 13th of February, 

• This grant of the title of Prince of the Roman Empire, to the Marquis of Vescovado, proves of itself 
his illegitimate origin : for had he been legitimately descended from Prince John di Gonzaga di Mantua, 
he would have needed no Imperial grant to make him a Prince of the Roman Empire ; as the diploma 
of the Emperor Sigismond, given on the 22nd of September, 1433, to Prince John Francis I. di 
Gonzaga, Sovereign Margrave of Mantua, confirms him and all his legititaate descendants, Princes of 
the Roman Empire, in perpetuum, (See this Diploma, as well as several others at different epochs in the 
Codex Italia Diplamaiicus', Francfort et Leipsick, 1725.) 
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1723, leaving by his wife, the Princess Laura Pico della Mirandola, two sons ; 
namely : — 

1st. Prince Louis II. di Gonzaga-Castiglione, the last descendent of whom, 
the Prince liouis III. di Gronzaga Castiglione, who received an annual Pension 
of 10,000 florins from the Austrian government, died at Vienna, without posterity, 
on the 10th of September, 1819 ; 

2ndly. Prince Francis II. di Gonzaga-Oastiglione, Duke of Solferino, Prince of 
the Roman Empire and Grandee of Spain of the First Class, &c., &c., who was 
born on the 8th of May, 1684, and had by his second wife, the Princess Julia 
Cliteria Caracciolo, Princess de Santo Buono, two sons, viz, : — 
• 1st. Prince Philip Louis di Gonzaga Castiglione, who was bom on the 31st of 
January, 1738, and died at Madrid in 1740; 

2ndly. Prince Philip Louis di Gonzaga Castiglione, bom on the 19th of De- 
cember, 1740, of whom mention is made below. 

The said Prince Francis II. di Gonzaga Castiglione, Duke of Solferino, as well 
as his brother, the Prince Louis II. claimed his rights at the treaty of peace at Aix^ 
la-Chapelle, on the ISth of October^ 1748, on the Duchies of Mantua, Monferato, 
Guastcdla, Solferino, Sabbionetta, Castiglione, &c., &c. (See the Treaties of Peace, 
by C. G. de Kock, published by Schoell at Bmssels, in 1837, Vol. I., pages 240, 
257, ^^ a/rt. Wiy^ and 273,). From that epoch, all the male fiefs, as well as the 
Duchies and Principalities which existed in the several branches of the eldest branch 
of the family of Gonzaga, devolved to the younger branch ; that is to say, to the 
branch of the Princes of Qonzaga-Castiglione, represented then by the above- 
mentioned Prince Philip-Louis di Gonzaga Castiglione, bom December the 19th, 
1740, son of I rands II. di Gonzaga-Castiglione, Duke of Solferino^ &c,, &c., who 
was married in London on the 12th of April, 1760, to the Duchess Mariana de la Cerda 
d'Atragon de Medina Coeli. Of this marriage there was bom, in London, on the 19th 
of March, 1761, the Prince Joseph Louis di Gonzaga Castiglione, &c., &c., who was 
twice married: first, on the 15th of October, 1785, to the Princess Helen Maria 
Cohstantia Suzofif, Countess de Murzynowski, deceased in 1789 ; and secondly, on the 
1st of June, 1 791, to Her Serene Highness the Princess Eufrosyne Madeleine Juliana 
Esterhazy. Of these two marriages were born seven childrcn, of whom the sole 
survivor is the Prince Alexander Andrew di Gonzaga, &c., &c., who was bom in 
Dresden on the 12th of November, 1799, now living in London, and married to an 
English lady, on the 22nd of February, 1841. 

Consequently, from these particulars it is evident that the family of Gonzaga 
di Vescovado descending from natural or illegitimate children had not the least 
right to make any kind of arrangement with Austria (if they really have made it) 
with regard to the hereditary possessions of Mkutua, Castiglione, G^lastalla, Solferino, 
&c., &c., in fine, all that belongs hereditarily to His Serene Highness Prince 
Alexander di Gonzaga, di Mantua, di Castiglione, Count of Murzynowski, rightful 
Sovereign Duke of Mantua, Guastalla, Solferino, Sabbionetta, Prince of Castiglione, 
&c., &c.. Chief wad Grand Master of the Order of Bedemption and of Devotion, only 
and last scion of this great name of Gt)nzaga. 

Done at Sion, in Yalais, July the 10th, 1846. 

(Signed) Dr. Ganioz. 

(L.S,) Secretary of State of the Canton of Valais. 
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